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A  jab  to  the  jaw  is  noFalTbad 


A  jab  in  the  jaw  was  a  blow  to 
misery,  and  a  new  beginning  for  many 
Cuna  Indians  on  the  San  Bias  Islands. 
Carter  Dobbs,  a  Calhoun  City,  Miss., 
dentist,  and  his  able  assistant,  wife 
Marjorie,  delighted  in  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  relieve  pain  by  punching  and 
pulling  on  all  oncomers  during  their 
first  volunteer  missionary  service. 

Dobbs,  upon  returning  from  the 
-four-week  mission  among  the  Cunas, 
in  1967.  related  his  experiences  to  his 
home  church.  First  Baptist,  Calhoun 
City.  Soon,  he  and  Marjorie  were 
responding  to  speaking  invitations 
from  churches  and  clubs  all  over  the 
state. 

While  growing  up  in  Calhoun  City, 
next  door  to  this  writer.  Carter  never 
showed  signs  of  wanting  to  punch  on 
anyone.  He  was  the  meekest  kid  in  the 
neighborhood  Now,  however,  he  will 
pierce  your  jaw.  pull  bone  from  your 
mouth,  and  charge  you  for  doing  it  — 
that  is,  unless  you  live  in  the  poverty- 
stricken  areas  of  the  world. 

"Thking  the  step  to  enter  into  the 
volunteer  contributed  dental  mis¬ 
sionary  service  was  not  easy,"  said 
Carter,  In  1965,  God  began  speaking 
to  him  about  giving  of  himself  on  a 
short-term  basis  doing  dental  mission 
work  overseas. 

“With  our  surrender  came  a  peace 
and  joy  that  we’d  never  experienced 
before,"  said  Carter. 

When  D.  L.  Wood,  a  retired  mis- 
sionaryfrom  Panama,  spoke  to  their 
church  he  told  of  a  struggling.  Baptist 
missionary  hospital  on  the  Island  of 
Ailigandi,  San  Bias.  Itwas  a  dire  need 
of  everything,  including  dental 
volunteers. 

Carter  wrote  to  Dan  Gruver,  mis¬ 
sionary  surgeon  and  head  of  the 
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hospital,  and  the  only  American  doc¬ 
tor  among  the  300  San  Bias  Islands. 

After  many  weeks  of  anticipation, 
Carter  finally  received  a  note  of  two 
words,  “Come  on.”  Shocked  and  disap¬ 
pointed,  they  encountered  Satan  pois¬ 
ed  for  a  knockout  blow'  to  the  ego.  They 
had  expected  a  warm  reply  with 
details  —  how  to  proceed;  inocula¬ 
tions  necessary ;  what  dental  supplies 
and  instruments  to  bring;  climate  and 
clothing;  food  and  lodging;  culture 
and  language  of  the- people;  travel 
plans,  and  other  “pertinent"  informa¬ 
tion.  Realizing  that  God  wfas  in 
charge,  they  used  common  sense  and 
packed  every  useful  item  thev  could 
lug. 

When  they  arrived  on  Ailigandi  and 
discovered  the  unimaginable 
primitive  conditions  and  the  shortage 
of  water,  linens,  electricity,  medical 
supplies  —  everything  -  they  prais¬ 
ed  God  for  having  pushed  the  weight 
limit  on  the  plane. 

Gruver  stated  later  that  he  read 
their  letter  and  threw  it  into  the 
wastebasket  as  being  “just  another 
letter  from  a  far-out-crank"  similar  to 
ones  constantly  received.  He  didn't 
know  why,  but  he  dug  it  out  and 
scrawled,  “Come  on."  Carter  said, 
“Dan  Gruver  was  so  crisis  —  oriented 
from  moment  to  moment,  and  the 
demands  on  his  time  so  great,  it  was 
remarkable  that  w'e  received  a  ’Come 
on.’  ” 

The  San  Bias  Islands  lie  on  the 
Atlantic  side  of  Panama  and  are  in¬ 
habited  by  30,000  Cuna  Indians  living 
as  did  their  ancestors  of  centuries 
past,  and  resisting  change.  Carter 
said  they  place  their  greatest  faith  in 
witch  doctors  whom  they  venerate. 


although  over  halt  the  populace  suf¬ 
fers  from  tuberculosis,  dysentery,  and 
other  parasitic  diseases,  in  addition  to 
those  found  only  in  the  tropics. 

The  absence  of  roads  —  only  jungle 
and  mountain  trails  —  has  always  im¬ 
pelled  the  Cunas  to  use  their  dugouts 
(cayucos)  in  the  choppy  sea  for 
island-hopping. 

Carter  described  the  Cunas, 
smallest  in  stature  of  any  people  in 
the  w'orld,  except  the  African 
pygmies,  as  hard-working  and  in¬ 
dustrious.  Each  family  has  its  own 
small  plot  of  land  on  which  to  raise 
corn  and  peppers. 

The  women,  in  brightly  colored, 
hand-made  blouses  (molasi,  head 
scarfs,  and  gold  rings  in  their  noses, 
work  at  raising  children  —  often 
20-30  — ,  caring  for  the  house,  making 
molas,  and  paddling  up-river  twice 
daily  where  they  bathe  the  children 
and  themselves,  and  do  the  laundry. 

“Home"  is  one  of  hundreds,  con¬ 
structed  jointly  in  rows,  of  pole  and 
cane  w-ith  thatched  roofs.  The  com¬ 
mon  division  walls  of  cane  separate 
neighbors  Privacy  is  unheard  of,  and 
the  children  wear  no  clothes 

Carter  said,  “You  have  to  see  it  to 
believe  it."  Although  he  is  still  blink¬ 
ing,  it  is  for  tears  of  compassion  for 
a  people  who’d  never  heard  the  gospel 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  until  this  cen¬ 
tury.  The  only  church  on  Ailigandi 
was  Southern  Baptist. 

The  then  one-year-old  hospital  was 
the  only  one  in  all  of  the  San  Bias 
Islands 

Carter  said  that  after  being  shown 
the  tiny  upstairs  room  in  the  hospital 
they  were  to  call  home,  he  received  his 
first  shock,  but  not  the  last  —  no 


privacy.  There  was  one  shower  for  the 
whole  staff  and  able  patients;  one 
commode,  flushed  with  a  bucket  of 
salt  water  from  a  near-by  tub;  and  an 
ever-waiting  line-up"  Marjorie 
mastered  the  technique  of  brushing 
her  teeth,  taking  a  bath,  and  sham¬ 
pooing  her  hair  with  one  Army  helmet 
of  precious  rain  water  caught  in  bar¬ 
rels  from  the  hospital  gutters. 

Gruver  had  a  dental  chair  and 
engine  waiting  for  the  Dobbses.  Den 
tal  hygiene  was  unheard  oTrSo  pulling 
200-600  teeth  per  week  was  not 
surprising 

Vivid  details  of  that  first  missionary 
journey  influenced  nurses,  carpenters, 
plumbers,  technicians,  engineers, 
physicians  and  others  from  all  over 
Mississippi  to  volunteer  their  services 
and  money  for  God  s  mission  work 
throughout  the  world 

The  Dobbses  made  four  more  trips 
to  Ailigandi,  not  only  to  punch  out 
pain,  but  to  gather  ail  necessary'  in¬ 
formation  for  getting  water  from  the 
mainland,  two  miles  across  the  open 
stretch  of  bay.  to  the  island.  Crossing 
the  shipping  lane  with  its  currents  and 
trreguiar.  coral  bottom  posed  a  pro¬ 
blem.  but  Aubry  Edmonson,  a  retired 
U.S.  civil  engineer,  backed  by  the 
Calhoun  County  Baptist  Association, 
conquered  the  no-water  problem  on 
Ailigandi 

So  full  of  joy  and  peace  were  the 
Dobbses  that  they  have  since 
volunteered  for  Brazil.  Mexico.  Hon¬ 
duras.  and  Paraguay  t<*  alleviate 
misery  w  ith  more  punching  and  pull¬ 
ing.  There's  no  way  that  a  jab  to  the 
jaw  is  all  bad;  just  ask  Carter  and 
Marjorie  Dobbs. 

Ann  Wigley  lives  in  Clarksdale. 


Soviet  TV 
crew  visits 
U.S.  church 


EDINA.  Minn.  >  EP)  —  It  was  an 
unlikely  scene  —  a  leading  Sov  iet  net 
work  journalist  sitting  in  the  front  row 
of  an  evangelical  church  in  Min¬ 
nesota,  listening  intently  to  the  ser¬ 
vice.  Her  camera  crew  roamed  the 
aisles  taping  the  service  —  worship¬ 
ping,  singing,  and  even  praying  —  for 
later  viewing  in  the  Soviet  Union 

Leading  Soviet  journalist  Svetlana 
Staradomskya  recently  spent  two 
weeks  in  the  St.  Paul/Minneapoiis 
area  filming  scenes  of  American  life 
to  use  in  her  Soviet  news  broadcasts, 
which  have  an  estimated  national  au¬ 
dience  of  20  million  people. 

Pastor  John  Eagen  presented  the 
Russian  journalist  w  ith  an  American 
Bible.  Inscribed  in  the  Bible  was  the 
wish  that  she  would  "come  to  know  the 
wonderful  freedom  of  Christ  s  love 
and  the  tremendous  peace  that  results 
from  an  intimate  relationsh'p  with 
Him."  _ _ 

In  brief  remarks  to  the  congrega¬ 
tion.  radomskya  said  "It  is  a 
privilt  for  me  to  just  be  here  with 
you  an  ell  you  that  now  I  think  this 
is  what  lives  in  our  hearts  and  our 
souls;  that  Soviet  people  really  want 
to  make  as  many  bridges  with  you  as 
possible,  to  get  more  close  ties  in 
every  sphere  of  life  —  economic, 
political  —  and  perhaps  one  day  will 
come  when  we  get  together  in  such  a 
solemn  place  as  your  church  to  pray 
together  for  our  cooperation,  our  love, 
our  understanding." 


First  Church  “’‘shares 
love  with  Corinth” 


"Sharing  Love  with  Corinth,”  a  month-long  focus  of  First 
Church,  Corinth,  brought  a  gift  of  appreciation  to  faculty 
members  of  East  Corinth  Elementary  School  Principal  Myra 
Caruth,  right,  receives  a  candy-covered  strawberry.  From  left 


are  Katherine  Potts.  Harriet  Butler,  Nelia  Foster,  and  Becky  Mar¬ 
tin.  Butler  and  Foster,  teachers,  and  Carruth  are  also  First 
Church  members 


Leading  into  the  Christmas  season, 
members  of  First  Church.  Corinth, 
have  been  sharing  love  with  their 
community  A  month-long  program 
has  emphasized  giving  appreciation 
to  many  agencies  and  individuals 

"Sharing  Love  with  Corinth"  includ¬ 
ed  the  presentation  of  cakes  in  the 
shape  of  a  patrol  car  to  the  sheriff's 
and  police  departments.  Trays  of 
home-baked  cookies  were  delivered  to 
more  than  550  employees  of  Magnolila 
Hospital,  and  pots  of  chili  were  serv¬ 
ed  to  city  firemen. 

Coinciding  with  American  Educa¬ 
tion  Week,  church  members  delivered 
candy  and  baskets  containing  an 
original  "blessing "  to  teachers  in  area 
schools.  Earlier,  cards  from  church 
members  and  candy  jars  were  given 
office  personnel  in  the  county  court¬ 
house,  city  hall,  the  post  office,  and 
the  library  Visits  were  made  to  nurs¬ 


ing  homes  to  share  refreshments  w  ith 
residents  and  staff 
Other  church  members  brought  the 
Boys  Club.  YMCA  workers  and 
children's  shelter  cookies  had  hosted 
a  coffee  for  the  Corinth  Welfare 
Association  board  A  plant  given  to 
the  American  Red  Cross  secretary 
was  another  deed  expressing  love 
Special  prayer  times  were  scheduled 
during  the  month 
Thsk  force  chairmen  for  the  various 
activities  were  Martha  Furtiack. 
hospitals;  Lena  Gregory,  prayer, 
Elaine  Dudley.  Boys'  Club.  YMCA. 
children's  shelter,  welfare  board,  and 
Red  Cross,  Mary  Green,  publicity 
Ginny  Cameron,  government  offices. 
Yvonne  Gallaher.  fire,  police  and 
sheriff's  departments;  Alicia 
Wilbanks,  nursing  homes;  and  Melin  , 
da  Bennett,  schools  Dennis  H  Smith 
is  church  pastor 
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Editorials  .  .  .  by  Don  McGregor 


Don’t  go  away 


We  have  been  watching  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Alliance 
for  many  months.  It  began  with  the 
idea  of  being  a  haven  for  those  who 
felt  that  their  denominational  home 
had  been  taken  away  from  them.  It 
was  to  be  simply  a  fellowship  group. 
That  is  understandable. 

Over  the  months,  however,  the  con¬ 
cept  has  shifted. 

The  Southern  Baptist  Alliance  has, 
indeed,  become  a  denomination 
within  the  denomination.  The  Alliance 
now  has  elected  an  executive  director. 
It  is  giving  thought  to  ways  of 
manipulating  Cooperative  Program 
funds.  Its  members  are  working  on 
ways  to  be  involved  in  seminary  train¬ 
ing  in  cooperation  with  several  non- 
Southern  Baptist  seminaries.  And  it 
has  plans  under  way  to  publish  Sun¬ 
day  School  literature  in  the  publica¬ 
tion,  SBC  Today. 

There  is  nothing  wrong  with  these 
plans.  Southern  Baptists  have  never 
been  tied  to  the  use  of  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  literature  or  the  support  of 
Southern  Baptist  institutions.  And  the 
Cooperative  Program  has  always 
been  just  that,  voluntary  cooperation 
in  missions  endeavors. 

Laying  those  plans,  however,  does 
nothing  to  cause  a  move  toward  uni¬ 
ty  in  Southern  Baptist  thought  and 
endeavor. 


It  is  sad.  For  the  most  part, 
members  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Alliance  have  been  as  strong  in  sup¬ 
port  of  Southern  Baptist  endeavors  as 
anyone  could  be.  Their  frustration  is 
understandable.  But  such  actions  do 
nothing  to  bring  the  convention  back 
to  where  they  had  helped  to  take  it. 
These  movements  can  only  cause  a 
wider  split  in  a  denomination  already 
fractured  at  midpoint. 

There  are  some  who  are  saying  that 
the  Alliance  members  along  the  East 
Coast  want  to  pull  out  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  and  form  their 
own  denomination.  The  Mississippi- 
Alliance,  however,  does  not  want  to 
work  it  that  way.  Those  members 
want  to  stay  with  Southern  Baptists 
and  try  to  bring  things  back  to  where 
they  are  more  to  their  liking. 

Surely  that  is  the  better  approach. 
Southern  Baptists  have  become  a 
very  big  organization.  Perhaps 
bigness  is  to  be  desired,  but  it  must 
be  admitted  that  with  bigness  comes 
an  inevitable  diversity. 

And  surely  there  must  be  some 
parameters  which  define  Southern 
Baptists.  Our  purpose,  however,  is  not 
to  achieve  complete  conformity  blit  to 
spread  the  gospel.  That  is  why  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  was 
organized,  and  that  is  the  overriding 
statement  of  purpose  in  the 


constitution. 

We  must  decide  if  we  are  going  to 
insist  on  the  convention’s  being  able 
to  decide  who  can  participate  in  the 
missions  work  or  if  we  can  allow  new 
members  to  come  in  who  say,  “I 
believe  as  you  do,  and  I  want  to  help.” 
In  other  words,  will  we  choose  our  new 
members;  or  will  we  allow  them  to 
choose  us.  And  if  they  choose  us,  will 
we  say  to  some,  “Sorry,  you  don’t  fit.” 

These  are  hard  questions.  Hopeful¬ 
ly,  members  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Alliance  will  stay  and  help  us  answer 
them. 

Until  recently  the  national  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Alliance 
was  a  Mississippi  Baptist  pastor,  John 
Thomason  of  Northminster,  Jackson 
Thomason  has  resigned  both  his 
church  and  the  SBA  presi  lency  and 
returned  to  the  seminary. 

Thomason  told  the  Baptist  Record 
that  he  had  no  interest  in  dividing  the 
denomination. 

The  Mississippi  state  president  for 
the  organization  has  the  same  feeling. 
He  is  Charles  Myers,  who  retired  as 
pastor  of  Alta  Woods  Church, 
Jackson.  He  told  the  Baptist  Record 
that  he  is  not  interested  in  the  SBA 
becoming  anything  more  than  an 
avenue  of  fellowship  for  those  who  feel 
they  have  been  disfranchised.  He  said 
he  is  not  interested  in  a  new 


Guest  opinion  .  .  . 

Prayerful  accomplishment 


Quite  often  people  say  to  us,  "I’m 
going  to  be  praying  for  you  over  there 
on  the  mission  field.”  Now.  of  all  peo¬ 
ple,  I  know  people  pray  for  us  regular¬ 
ly.  Our  parents  and  relatives  in¬ 
tercede  for  us  frequently.  Other 
friends  also  pray  for  us  often.  As  a 
pastor  of  12  years  and  a  missionary 
now  for  seven,  I  am  well  acquainted 
with  the  many  times  we  are  prayed 
for  as  God’s  messengers.  But  I  never 
really  knew  just  how  effective  the 
joint  prayers  of  a  large  group  of  peo¬ 
ple  dll  praying  at  one  time  could  be 
until  those  prayers  protected  my  fami¬ 
ly  last  October 

We  had  nothing  short  of  a  week  of 
miracles  during  the  third  week  of  Oc¬ 
tober  past  At  first  it  seemed  to  be  just 
one  of  those  unfortunte  things  that 
happen  when  you  are  on  the  mission 
field  The  first  thing  that  happened 
that  week  naturally  occurred  on  Mon¬ 
day.  The  belt  on  the  washing  machine 
broke.  That  doesn’t  seem  too  awful, 
until  you  realize  the  Sears  repair  shop 
is  some  5,000  miles  away.  You  can't 
buy  a  washing  machine  replacement 
belt  here.  We  were  faced  with  the  pro¬ 
spect  of  buying  a  Whole  washing 
machine  to  replace  one  broken  belt. 
Then  we  remembered  the  mother  of 
Ronnie  Fox,  a  fellow  missionary  here 
in  Lima,  was  to  leave  the  states  the 
next  day  on  her  way  to  visit  her  new 
granddaughter  born  here  in  Lima.  We 
called  Ronnie’s  wife,  Gwen,  to  see  if 
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we  could  get  a  call  in  to  the  states  to 
see  if  the  new  belt  could  be  bought. 
Well,  Gwen’s  mom  and  Ronnie’s  mom 
both  live  in  Atlanta,  Ga.  While  Ron¬ 
nie’s  mom  was  packing  to  leave, 
Gwen’s  mom  went  out  and  bought  the 
new  belt.  The  belt  arrived  on  Tuesday, 
and  I  had  the  machine  working  again 
on  Wednesday.  That  was  miracle 
number  one. 

All  in  all,  that  doesn’t  seem  like  a 
big  deal  of  answered  prayer.  But  wait. 
I  am  not  finished  yet. 

Miracle  number  two  for  us  that 
week  occurred  in  the  United  States  in 
McComb,  Mississippi.  A  lady  was 
picking  up  cans  and  bottles  beside  the 
road  to  resale  for  extra  money  for  her 
family.  In  her  search  she  found  an 
envelop  with  my  name  on  it.  It  was 
from  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  to  me 
and  was  nothing  less  than  my  pay 
check  for  that  month.  We  have  our 
check  sent  to  our  bank  in  Magnolia, 
Miss.,  some  10  or  15  miles  south  of 
McComb.  Anyway,  the  lady  thought  it 
looked  important  enough  to  lake  to  a 
pastor  of  a  local  church.  Sh^ent  to 
see  the  pastor  of  South  McComb  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Rev.  David  Milligan,  who 
is  a  friend  of  mine.  It  turns  out  my  un¬ 
cle  attends  that  church.  He  knew  that 
my  mother-in-law  has  signature 
rights  on  my  checking  account,  and 
he  suggested  she  be  called.  My 
mother-in-law  went  to  the  church,  got 
the  check,  and  deposited  it  in  my  ac¬ 


count  a  day  before  any  checks  bounc¬ 
ed.  That  was  miracle  number  two. 

Coincidence?  I  don’t  think  so.  You 
see  there  was  a  third  miracle  that 
week.  Miracle  number  three  happen¬ 
ed  here  in  Lima.  Our  son,  Gary,  has 
his  Peruvian  drivers  license  and  I  let 
him  use  the  car  to  go  out  on  the 
weekends.  As  he  was  taking  some 
friends  home  that  Friday  night,  a 
drunk  driver  pulled  out  in  front  of 
him.  Gary  could  not  stop  and  they  had 
a  bad  wreck.  Thank  the  Lord,  our  son 
and  his  friends  came  through  the 
wreck  without  a  scratch.  The  car  was 
damaged  so  much  that  it  was  decid¬ 
ed  not  to  fix  it  but  to  sell  it  rather  than 
put  that  much  money  into  an  old  car. 
The  frame  was  bent  on  the  car  and  the 
repairs  to  fix  it  totaled  more  than 
$5,000.  For  all  practical  purposes,  the 
car  was  totaled.  The  car  was  totaled, 
but  no  one  was  hurt.  Luck?  I  don’t 
think  so. 

The  week  following  that  week  of 
miracles  we  received  a  letter  from  the 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Amite,  La., 
with  a  stack  of  prayer  cards  with  our 
names  on  them  dated  from  the  week 
before.  Their  prayers  definitely  sav¬ 
ed  our  son  from  injury  and  harm.  As 
for  the  other  two  miracles?  Who  ever 
said  a  miracle  had  to  be  something 
big  and  tremendous?  Tbo  often  we 
allow  God’s  care  to  go  unnoticed  when 
it  seems  too  small  to  be  a  miracle. 

How  many  have  been  the  times  we 


denomination,  new  Sunday  School 
lessons,  or  a  new  seminary. 

The  new  executive  director  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Alliance,  Stan 
Hastey,  is  one  of  Southern  Baptists’ 
finest.  He  is  the  son  of  missionaries 
to  Mexico  and  has  served  on  the  staff 
of  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Affairs  for  many  years.  We 
wish  him  well ;  and,  certainly,  with  the 
attacks  on  the  Baptist  Joint  Commit¬ 


tee  that  have  been  experienced  in  re¬ 
cent  months,  the  new  situation  must 
have  been  attractive. 

But  there  is  sadness  in  that  condi¬ 
tions  are  such  that  it  would  hold 
attractiveness. 

There  may  be  those  who  don’t  feel 
it  to  be  so,  but  Southern  Baptists  need 
those  40,000  or  so  members  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Alliance.  We  hope 
they  won’t  go  away. 


have  been  cared  for  and  protected  by 

Erayers  for  us?  How  many  terrorist 
ombs  have  we  heard  and  seen  ex¬ 
plode  without  the  slightest  notion  of 
possible  harm?  How  many  nights 
have  we  heqrd  gunfire  outside  our 
homes  and  thought  nothing  of  it  as  we 
drifted  off  to  sleep  again?  How  many 
tremors  of  earthquakes  have  we 
heard  and  felt  and  thought  nothing  of 
it  as  it  passed?  How  majjy  have  been 
the  times  that  we  have  been  protected 
and  not  even  known  of  it?  We  cannot 
number  them.  We  do  not  know. 

Tbo  often  we  are  unable  to  say  thank 
you  for  your  prayers.  We  are  far  away 
and  often  do  not  personally  know  you 
as  you  pray  for  us.  On  behalf  of  my 


fellow  missionaries,  please  let  me  say 
thank  you  to  all  of  you  who  pray  for 
us.  We  thank  all  of  you  for  all  your 
prayers  over  the  years.  We  are  very 
grateful  for  your  prayerful  protection. 

James  5:16 

The  effective  prayer  of  a  righteous 
man  can  accomplish  much. 

Colossians  4:2 

Devote  yourselves  to  prayer,  keep¬ 
ing  alert  in  it  with  thanksgiving;  pray¬ 
ing  at  the  same  time  for  us  as  well, 
that  God  may  open  up  to  us  a  door  for 
the  word,  so  that  we  may  speak  forth 
the  mystery  of  Christ. 

Rodrick  and  Caroline  Concerly,  are 
Mississippians  who  are  missionaries 
to  Lima,  Peru. 


Hymns  Baptist  sing  .  .  . 

“O  Little  Town 
of  Bethlehem” 


By  William  J.  Reynolds 


A  young  minister  from  Philadelphia 
visited  the  land  then  known  as 
Palestine  in  1865.  On  the  day  before 
Christmas,  Phillips  Brooks  rode 
horseback  the  several  miles  from 
Jerusalem  to  Bethlehem. 

From  the  streets  of  Bethlehem  he 
went  out  to  the  nearby  fields,  the 
traditional  site  where  the  birth  of 
Jesus  was  announced  to  the 


shepherds.  He  returned  to  Bethlehem 
and  attended  the  Christmas  Eve  ser¬ 
vice  in  the  ancient  basilica  built  over 
the  traditional  site  of  Jesus’  birth. 

Phillips  Brooks  was  on  a  one  year’s 
study  leave  from  his  Philadelphia 
pulpit.  A  couple  of  years  after  he  had 
visited  Bethlehem,  he  wrote  the  stan¬ 
zas  beginning  “O  Little  Town  of 
(Continued  on  page  4) 
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Home  Board  appoints  two 

ATLANTA  —  Mississippi  natives  pastor  of  Harrison  Street  Church, 

Jimmy  and  Linda  Furr  were  among  La  Vista,  Neb.  A  native  of  Tunica,  he 
16  people  appointed  to  mission  service  has  served  churches  throughout 
by  the  Home  Mission  Board,  SBC,  in  Mississippi.  He  is  a  graduate  of  New 
November.  Orleans  Seminary. 

Furr  was  appointed  interfaith 

witness  regional  director  for  the  Mrs.  Furr  has  been  an  interfaith 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  area.  Mrs.  Furr  was  witness  associate  in  Mississippi  and 
appointed  as  a  family  and  church  Nebraska  since.  1982.  She  is  a  native 
worker.  '  of  Sledge.  The  Furrs  have  two 

Since  1984,  Furr  has  served  as  children  Jimmy  and  Linda  Furr 
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300  or  close  it 


MBCB  asks  enrollment  goal 
for  Clarke  College  by  ’89 

By  Tim  Nicholas 

Members  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  said  Kelly,  “they  told  us  to  do  it  and  need  future  special  line  item 
Convention  Board  meeting  in  Jackson  we’ve  got  to  do  it.  If  we  do  not  meet  budgeting  support, 
last  week  heard  Earl  Kelly’s  retire-  this  expanded  budget,  everything  “If,  however,  Clarke  College  fails  to 
ment  plans,  discussed  the  1989  down  the  line  except  the  Expanded  reach  300  FTE  students  by  September, 
Cooperative  Program  budget,  and  Annuity  receives  a  cut  —  the  Foreign  1989,  that  this  Board  recommends  to 
voted  a  recommendation  concerning  Mission  Board,  Home  Mission  Board,  the  Mississippi  College  Board  of 
enrollment  goals  at  Clarke  College,  seminaries,  the  other  three  colleges  Trustees  to  close  Clarke  College  and 
Kelly,  executive  director-treasurer  receive  a  cut,  the  orphanage,  this  dispose  of  all  property  according  to 
of  the  MBCB  for  the  past  15  years,  organization  .  .  .  we’re  putting  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  pro- 
reported  that  he  plans  to  retire  on  burden  on  every  piece  of  work  the  con-  cedures” 

Aug.  15,  1989,  as  noted  in  last  week’s  vention  stands  for.”  He  added,  “The  The  motion  survived  a  motion  to 
Baptist  Record.  He  said  he  expects  priority  of  this  convention  is  111  table  by  Leland  Hogan,  24-43,  and  was 
the  Executive  Committee,  which  will  students  ( at  Clarke  College).”  subject  to  two  amendments.  The  first 

serve  as  search  committee,  to  have  A  handful  of  board  members  voted  amendment  was  to  change  the  word 
his  successor  in  place  by  July  1  and"  not  to  approve  the  amended  budget  “direct”  to  “recommend”  to  the  MC 
that  Kelly  will  take  vacation  the  first  which  now  stands  at  $20,103,541.  trustees.  That  amendment  passed, 
two  weeks  in  August.  He  will  be  doing  Board  members  passed  with  little  The  second  amendment  by  David 
volunteer  work  with  the  Baptist  World  opposition  a  motion  from  Larry  Otis  Sellers  would  have  given  Clarke  three 
Alliance’s  world  aid  committee  in  which  read  that  the  board-  years  to  get  enrollment  up  to  300  FTE. 
Zagreb,  Yugoslavia.  (See  separate  acknowledges  “that  enrollment  at  That  amendment  failed, 
story  in  this  issue  concerning  the  Clarke  College  is  the  major  con-  Ben  Carlisle  made  a  motion  that  the 
search  committee.)  straint,  and  that  the  Mississippi  Bap-  board  go  on  record  opposing  line  item 

The  budget  discussion  included  a  tist  Convention  in  annual  session  has  budgeting  from  the  floor  of  the  con- 
recommendation  by  Kelly  to  approve  approved  an  additional  funding  for  the  vention.  Lannie  Wilbourn  made  a 
what  the  convention  passed,  including  1989  budget,  that  if  Clarke  College  substitute  motion  that  people  wanting 
the  $200,000  line  item  for  Mississippi  reaches  300  FTE  (full  time  to  make  budget  recommendations  do 
College  to  spend  on  Clarke  College,  equivalent)  students  by  September,  so  before  the  convention  meets.  Both 
“The  convention  is  the  final  word,”  1989.  it  will  be  self-sustaining  and  not  motions  failed. 


Search  committee  begins  work 
to  replace  Kelly,  asks  input 


The  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
has  begun  its  work  of  searching  out  a 
nominee  for  presentation  to  the  Con¬ 
vention  to  follow  Earl  Kelly,  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  director-treasurer  who  will 
retire  on  Aug.  15,  1989,  according  to 
Eugene  Dobbs,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Philadelphia,  and  chairman 
of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Dobbs  pointed  out  that  the  commit¬ 
tee  will  welcome  input  from  every  in¬ 
terested  Mississippi  Baptist.  Sugges¬ 


tions  should  be  written,  he  said,  and 
could  be  sent  to  any  member  of  the 
Executive  Committee.  “Every  written 
suggestion  will  be  reviewed,”  he 
noted. 

Dobbs’  address  is  P.  O.  Box  299, 
Philadelphia,  Miss.  39350.  His 
telephone  number  is  656-1507. 

Other  members  of  the  Executive 
Committee  are  Robert  Calvert,  P.  O. 
Box  35,  Ashland,  Miss.  38603 ;  Charles 
Nestor,  Box  533,  Bruce,  Miss.  38915; 


Drought  leads  to  “ sprinkling 99 

DANNEBROG,  Neb.  (EP)  —  Russell  Hoy,  columnist  for  the  Ohio 
Farmer,  won  the  National  Liar’s  Hall  of  Fame  annual  Pinocchio  Award 
with  a  lie  that  said  the  1988  drought  was  so  bad  that  “the  Baptists  were 
sprinkling  and  the  Presbyterians  were  using  a  damp  cloth”  for  baptism. 
He  added,  ‘The  Lutherans  were  passing  out  rain  checks  and  at  least 
one  Catholic  priest  was  working  at  turning  wine  back  into  water.” 


Ed  Holmes,  6028  Lake  Vista  Circle, 
Gulfport.  Miss.  39507 ;  Martin  Hayden. 
Rt.  1,  Box  553,  Fulton.  Miss.  38843;  In¬ 
gram  Foster,  P.  O.  Box  520,  Prentiss, 
Miss.  39474;  David  Sellers,  P.  O.  Box 
5,  Collinsville,  Miss.  39325;  Larry  Otis, 
645  Jefferson  St.,  Tupelo,  Miss:  38801; 
Keith  Gordon,  Rt.  2,  Box  94,  Columbia. 
Miss.  39429;  P.  J.  Scott,  9491  Stuart 
Ave.,  Olive  Branch,  Miss.  38654;  Bill 
Duncan,  401  W.  Church  St.,  Booneville, 
Miss.  38829;  Lannie  Wilbourn,  103 
Bright  Hill  Place,  Brandon,  Miss. 
39042;  W.  W.  Walley,  606  South  Street, 
Waynesboro,  Miss.  39367;  Bartis 
Harper,  P.  O.  Box  464,  Tylertown, 
Miss.  39667 ;  Rex  Yancey.  P.  O.  Drawer 
P,  Quitman,  Miss.  39355;  and  Donald 
O’Quin,  104  E.  Cypress,  Charleston. 
Miss.  38921.  Serving  ex  officio  is  Jim 
Futral.  president  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention.  His  address  is  787 
E.  Northside,  Jackson.  Miss.  39206 
(Continued  on  page  4) 


YOUTH  EVANGELISM 
CONFERENCE 

DECEMBER  29-30,  1988 

Theme:  “CELEBRATE  JESUS” 

Thursday  Afternoon,  December  29 

2:00  Opening  Celebration  —  David  Crain 

2:15  Welcome  lb  Mississippi  College  —  Mrs.  Jennifer  Trussel, 

Director  of  Admissions 
2:20  “Celebrate  Jesus”  —  Guy  Henderson 
2:25 Fun  With  A1  Fike 
2:40Celebreak  —  Dennis  Ray  Smith 
3:00  Worship  Celebration  —  David  Crain 
3:15  Message  —  Ken  Alford 
4:00  Dismiss 

Thursday  Evening,  December  29 
6: 30  Group  Celebration  —  David  Crain 
6:45  Fun  Again  With  A1  Fike 
7:30Celeshake  —  Dennis  Ray  Smith 
7:50  Message  —  Kelly  Green 
8:30  Prayer  Celebration  —  Dennis  Ray  Smith. 

Friday  Morning,  December  30 

8: 45  Group  Celebration  —  David  Crain 

9:05  Special  Music  —  Bethlehem  Baptist  Church.  Laurel  — 

Danny  Holifield,  Director 
9:15  Message  —  Kelly  Green 
1:00  Celebrate  Break 
0:20  Celebrate  Jesus  Testimony  —  . 

0:30  Proof  That  God  Has  A  Sense  Of  Humor  —  A1  Fike 
1:00  Break  For  Lunch.  * 

F riday  Afternoon,  December  30 

1:30  Group  Celebration  —  David  Crain 
4:35  Special  Music  —  First  Baptist  Church.  Jackson 
Cindy  Townsend,  Director. 

1:50  Testimony  In  Song  —  David  Crain 
2:30  Recognitions 
2:45  Message  —  Kelly  Green 
3:30  Depart  For  Home 

,  The  registration  fee  is  $3  per  person,  which  covers  the  syllabus.  You  may 
register  at  the  door  or  pre-register  by  sending  names  and  registration  fees 
bv  December  15  to  the  Evangelism  Department.  MBCB,  P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205. 

Baptists  pledge  $30,000 
to  Armenian  quake  relief 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Baptists  have  tims.  Parker  said 
offered  $30,000  to  help  victims  of  the  '  Baptist  World  Alliance  General 
Dec.  7  earthquake  in  Soviet  Armenia.  Secretary  Denton  Lotz  and  President 
The  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mis-  Noel  Vose  sent  a  telegram  to  Soviet 
sion  Board  has  offered  $20,000  for  President  Mikhail  Gorbachev,  ex¬ 
medicine,  warm  clothing,  and  hous-  pressing  sympathy  on  behalf  of  the 
ing.  The  Baptist  World  Alliance.  BWA,  for  the  loss  of  life.  The  BWA 
through  its  Baptist  World  Aid  pro-  leaders  assured  Gorbachev.  "Our 
gram,  has  made  $10,000  available,  to  Baptist  people  are  prepared  to  help  in 
be,  channeled  through  the  All-Union  any  way  possible  " 

Council  of  Evangelical  Christians-  Another  BWA  telegram  notified  All- 
Baptists.  a  member  of  the  BWA  Union  Council  leaders  of  the 
A  larger  amount  for  hunger-related  availability  of  the  $10,000  in  aid.  The 
needs  will  be  made  available  from  telegram  said:  ‘The  Baptist  World 
Southern  Baptist  world  hunger  funds  -Alliance  joins  you  in  sorrow  over  the 
if  Soviet  Baptists  indicate  such  help  tragic  loss  of  life  in  Armenia.  Please 
is  needed,  said  Keith  Parker,  director  be  assured  of  our  prayers  and  con- 
of  Southern  Baptist  work  in  Europe,  cerns.” 

Foreign  Mission  Board  officials  ex-  The  Foreign  Mission  Board’s 
pect  to  receive  further  details  Dec.  13,  Parker  said  Soviet  Baptists  have 
after  Nodari  Kvirikashvili,  the  issued  an  urgent  plea  for  prayer  sup- 
superintendent  of  Baptist  work  in  port  during  the  crisis.  Addresses  for 
Soviet  Georgia.  Armenia,  and  Azer-  relief  funds  are  Baptist  World  Aid, 
baijan,  arrives  in  Moscow.  They  are  6733  Curran  St..  McLean.  Va.  22101; 
looking  for  the  most  expedient  way  to  and  Foreign  Mission  Board.  PO.  Box 
deliver  the  aid  to  the  earthquake  vie-  6767,  Richmond.  Va  23230. 


Labor  dispute  settled 
at  Korea  Baptist  hospital 

By  Marty  Croll 

PUSAN,  South  Korea  (BP)  —  Union  sionary  physician  from  Laurel,  Miss., 
and  management  negotiators  have  stepped  in  as  interim  administrator  at 
settled  a  labor  dispute  that  threaten-  Wallace  Memorial  Baptist  Hospital  in 
ed  the  future  of  a  well-known  Baptist  Pusan  last  summer  after  labor  union 
hospital  in  South  Korea,  but  financial  elements  forced  out  the  hospital’s  two 
problems  loom  as  a  major  hurdle  to  top  administrators, 
overcome,  missionaries  said.  The  hospital  named  a  new  ad- 

Dan  Jones,  a  Southern  Baptist  mis-  (Continued  on  page  4)  • 
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SBA  allocates  first  budget. 


CHARLOTTE,  N.C.  (BP)  -  The  1 
Southern  Baptist  Alliance  approved  a  \ 
$626,590  budget,  proposed  six  ( 
“models”  for  mission  support  and  < 
elected  Stan  Hastey  as  its  first  ex-  j 
ecutive  director  during  an  SBA  board  i 
meeting  here  Nov.  28-29.  i 

The  SBA  is  a  two-year-old  organiza-  s 
tion  of  40,000  Southern  Baptist 
moderates.  They  have  vowed  to  re¬ 
main  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  but  have  charged  current  SBC 
leadership  with  rejecting  principles 
and  causes  they  hold  dear. 

The  1989  SBA  budget  includes  the 
$95,100  Global  Ministry  Fund  ;  $250,000 
for  theological  education;  and  $281,490 
for  operating  expenses. 

The  Global  Ministry  Fund  includes 
10  components:  the  Southeastern 
Seminary  chapter  of  the  American 
Association  of  University  Professors, 
$5,000;  Southern  Baptist  Women  in 
Ministry,  $7,200; 

Habitat  for  Humanity,  $5,000;  the 
Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Af¬ 
fairs,  $10,000;  and  two  mission  chur¬ 
ches  in  Georgia  and  Kentucky,  $21,900. 

Also  a  missionary  counseling  ser¬ 
vice  based  in  Winston-Salem,  N.C., 
$2,000;  Baptist  Peace  Fellowship  of 
North  America,  $6,000;  an  adult  Sun¬ 
day  School  literature  supplement 
published  in  SBC  Today  newspaper, 
$18,000;  and  an  SBA  ministry  to  “those 
who  have  been  fired,  dismissed,  or 
otherwise  lost  their  jobs  due  to  the 
(SBC)  controversy,”  $20,000. 

The  board  defeated  a  proposal  to 
build  a  home/support  station  for  mis¬ 
sionaries  Joyce  and  Fred  Wall  in 
Haiti.  Opponents  to  the  project  cited 
three  major  objections:  First,  the 
Walls  did  not  meet  SBC  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  criteria  and  were  not  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  board,  and  SBA 
members  expressed  a  desire  to  sup¬ 
port  FMB-approved  but  unfunded  pro¬ 
jects.  Second,  Wall  had  sought  cur¬ 
riculum  from  fundamentalist  leader 
Jerry  Falwell’s  Liberty  University  to 
train  local  pastors.  And  third, 
members  expressed  concern  about 
appearing  to  start  their  own  foreign 
mission  board  by  going  outside  the 
SBC  structure  in  foreign  mission 
•  work. 

The  missions  committee  also 
declined  to  recommend  two  other 
proposals : 

First  was  a  community  organiza¬ 
tion  in  Charlotte  that  provides 
humanitarian  service  but  is  not 
Christian-centered.  Second  was  a  re¬ 
quest  for  pastoral  aid  for  an  English- 
speaking  congregation  in  Tokyo 
whose  financial  support  from  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  is  being  cut. 

In  a  matter  related  to  the  mission 
actions,  the  SBA  voted  to  empower 
members  Alan  Neely  of  Princeton, 
N.J.,  and  Anne  Neil  of  Wake  Forest, 
N.C.,  to  meet  with  Foreign  Mission 


Board  leaders  to  discover  mission  I 
projects  the  SBA  could  fund  and  to  n 
discuss  missions  philosophy,  such  as  o 
cutting  aid  to  English-language  e 
pastors  and  requiring  70  percent  of  1< 
SBC  foreign  missionaries  to  spend  a 
most  of  their  time  on  evangelism  and  a 
starting  churches.  < 

The  SBA  also  approved  guidelines 
for  funding  mission  projects.  Priori-  r 
ty  will  be  given  to  projects  that  reflect  \ 
the  SBA  covenant  and  that  “could  not  t 
be  adequately  carried  out  without  our  ( 
help.”  Project  sponsors  must  be  < 
charitable,  educational,  or  religious  t 
organizations  and  meet  appropriate 
tax  codes;  show  financial  accoun-  | 
tability ;  provide  the  SBA  with  a  copy  < 
of  their  governing  documents;  and  | 
reciprocate  with  “hands-on”  ministry.  1 
They  also  will  be  “encouraged,  where 
appropriate,  to  seek  funding  through  : 
the  SBC  or  SBC  agencies.” 

The  SBA  theological  education 
committee  expressed  the  need  for  a 
new  ministerial  training  program  in 
the  Southeast,  since  Southeastern 
Seminary  in  Wake  Forest,  N.C., 
members  said,  now  is  controlled  by 
the  conservative  wing  of  the  SBC. 

The  budget’s  $250,000  allocated  for 
theological  education  will  help 
finance  a  divinity  school  in  Rich¬ 
mond,  Va.,  jointly  supported  by  the 
SBA;  four  American  Baptist 
seminaries  —  Andover-Newton, 
Colgate-Rochester,  Eastern  and 
Virginia  Union;  and  Union 
Theological  Seminary,  a  Presbyterian 
school  in  Richmond. 

SBA  officials  are  meeting  with 
leaders  from  the  five  schools  to  work 
out  an  arrangement  for  strengthening 
Virginia  Union,  a  predominantly 
black  school  in  Richmond,  to  take  in 
Southern  Baptist  ministerial  students. 
As  outlined,  the  three  other  American 
Baptist  schools  would  provide  two 
professors  per  year  to  Virginia  Union 
on  a  rotating  basis,  and  the  SBA  would 
finance  support  for  three  more  pro¬ 
fessors,  probably  from  the 
Southeastern  Seminary  faculty. 

Union  Theological  would  offer  its 
consortium  relationship  with  Virginia 
Union,  through  which  students  can 
take  courses  at  both  schools ;  use  its 
library,  dormitory  and  apartment 
space,  and  dining  hall. 

The  SBA’s  fust-year  cost  is  expected 
to  be  about  $200,000.  Board  members 
i  approved  a  proposal  to  spend  about 
t  $49,000  in  designated  funds  to  hire  a 
development  specialist  to  raise  money 
-  for  the  project. 

>  Four  other  theological  education 
i  possibilities  appeared  on  the  agenda 

The  board  encouraged  Wake  Forest 
i  University  in  Winston-Salem  in  its 
r  consideration  of  a  divinity  school  that 
i,  eventually  could  enroll  about  250 
’  students.  It  urged  continued  contact 
n  between  Duke  Divinity  School  in 


Durham,  N.C.,  and  the  SBA  to  foster 
ministry  training  through  a  director 
of  Baptist  studies  at  the  school ;  pledg¬ 
ed  “to  keep  in  touch”  with  Averett  Col¬ 
lege  in  Danville,  Va.,  as  it  considers 
a  ministerial  program;  and  heard  * 
about  property  for  a  school  near  | 
Charlotte. 

Undesignated  receipts,  excluding 
membership  fees,  given  to  the  SBA 
will  be  split  three  ways.  The  operating 
budget  will  receive  50  percent;  the 
Global  Ministry  Fund  will  get  45  per¬ 
cent;  and  5  percent  will  go  to 
theological  education. 

The  SBA’s  models  for  mission  sup¬ 
port  are  described  in  a  document  titl¬ 
ed  “Supporting  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram,”  which  was  ratified  by  the  SBA 
board. 

The  Cooperative  Program  is  the 
SBC’s  unified  missions  and  ministries 
budget. 

SBA  members  and  other  moderates 
have  criticized  the  budget,  citing  “tax¬ 
ation  without  representation”  because 
people  with  their  theological/political 
views  no  longer  are  appointed  to 
boards. 

During  an  SBA  "listening  session 
in  September,  members  proposed 
various  funding  devices,  most  of 
which  called  on  churches  to  channel 
their  SBC  contributions  through  the 
SBA,  so  the  SBA  could  designate  funds 
to  organizations  it  favors  and  away 
from  those  it  does  not  favor. 

But  the  SBA  models  for  giving  place 
the  responsibility  for  designation  on 
the  churches.  The  models  are:  main¬ 
taining  current  commitment,  with  100 
percent  of  a  church’s  mission  gifts  go¬ 
ing  to  the  Cooperative  Program 
without  restrictions;  designating  all 
i  Cooperative  Program  contributions  to 
stay  in  the  church’s  own  state  conven- 
i  tion;  escrowing  Cooperative  Program 
i  funds,  using  the  interest  to  support 
i  mission  causes  identified  by  the 
I  church ;  fully  supporting  state  conven- 
tion  causes  but  designating  the  por- 
*  tion  that  goes  to  the  SBC;  splitting 
contributions  between  state,  SBC,  and 
5  SBA  causes;  and  contributing  com- 
i  pletely  to  the  SBA  and  its  Global 
i  Ministry  Fund. 

s  New  Executive  Director  Hastey,  44, 
t  is  chief  of  the  Washington  bureau  of 
Baptist  Press  and  is  associate  ex- 
1  ecutive  director  of  the  Baptist  Joint 
s  Committee  on  Public  Affairs,  where 
t  he  has  worked  for  15  years, 
a  The  SBA  office  will  relocate  from 
y  Charlotte  to  Washington  when 
Hastey’s  tenure  begins  Jan.  1. 
n  However,  the  SBA  placement  service 
t.  will  continue  to  function  out  of 
it  Charlotte. 

s  In  other  action,  the  SBA  set  its  next 
it  meeting  dates  for  Feb.  28  and  March 
«  1,  to  coincide  with  the  annual  SBA  con- 
:t  vocation  in  Greenville,  S.C.,  March  1-3. 
n  Marv  Knox  writes  for  BP. 


<-n 


Bolivar  history  off  the  press 

Jack  Gunn,  director  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Historical  Commission,  left  hands 
the  first  copy  the  "History  of  Bolivar  Baptist  Association  of  Mississippi  to  Bolivar 
Director  of  Missions  Odis  Henderson.  Moderator  Gary  Johnson  of  Skene  looks  orr 
The  136-page  paperback  offers  a  comprehensive  history  of  Baptist  work  in  the  county 
along  with  photos  and  stories  of  all  the  Southern  Baptist  churchesthere  Committee 
members  working  with  Gunn  on  the  book  were  Miss  Frances  Hood,  Sammy  Cran¬ 
ford  Mrs  Lucille  Boykin,  Mrs.  O.C.  Cockerham,  Mrs.  Louise  Skelton  Mrs.  Mary  Ann 
Odom  Mrs  Louise  Hester,  and  Peter  Haik.  J.S.  White  contributed  to  the  photography. 
This  presentation  was  made  during  the  65th  annual  meeting  of  the  assoc*ahon.  Former 
Director  of  Missions  Charles  Everitt  was  the  featured  speaker  for  the  closing  ser¬ 
vice.  Harry  Howarth  was  elected  new  moderator. 

Youths  invited  to  watch 
Carey,  MC  fight  it  out 


HATTIESBURG  -  Baptist  youth 
groups  can  enjoy  two  top  basketball 
games  between  in-state  rivals 
William  Carey  College  and  Mississip¬ 
pi  College  at  a  minimal  cost. 

Athletic  Director/Coach  Steve 
Knight  of  Carey  has  announced  that 
Saturday,  Dec.  17,  will  be  Baptist 
Youth  Night  on  the  Hattiesburg  cam¬ 
pus.  Members  of  organized  Baptist 


youth  groups  will  be  admitted  to  both 
games  for  only  50  cents  per  person. 

The  Lady  ’Saders  will  host  the  Lady 
Choctaws  at  5:30  p.m.  The  Crusaders 
will  host  the  MC  men  at  7 :30  p  m.  in 
Clinton  Gymnasium  at  Carey. 

Groups  interested  in  taking  advan¬ 
tage  of  this  offer  should  contact  the 
Carey  Athletic  Department  at  (601) 
582-6111. 


Labor  dispute  settled 
at  Korea  Baptist  hospital 


O  Little  Town  of  Bethlehem’ 


(Continued  from  page  2) 
Bethlehem”  for  the  children  of  his 
Sunday  School  for  a  Christmas  pro¬ 
gram.  His  vivid  memory  of  the  visit 
is  reflected  in  the  lines  of  the  hymn. 

Several  years  later  Brooks  moved  to 
Boston  where  he  became  the 
distinguished  minister  of  Trinity 
Church  and  was  recognized  as  one  of 
America’s  outstanding  preachers. 


His  published  sermons,  which  are 
so  greatly  admired,  are  found  in 
theological  libraries,  but  this  simple 
Christmas  hymn  written  for  children 
may  be  found  in  hymnals  throughout 
the  world.  For  this  he  is  best  known. 

William  J.  Reynolds  is  Professor  of 
Church  Music  at  Southwestern 
Seminary. 


Search 

Committee 

(Continued  from  page  3) 

The  policy  manual  of  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist  Convention  Board  states  in 
Section  V,  General  Administration, 
paragraph  A,  Executive  Director- 
Treasurer:  “The  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  acting  as  a  committee  of  the  whole 
shall  have  the  responsibility  of 
nominating  to  the  Convention  Board 
for  election  a  person  to  fill  the  office 
of  executive  director-treasurer  when 
a  vacancy  occurs" 


(Continued  from  page  3) 
ministrator  in  September.  He  is  Kim 
Sung  Chin,  a  specialist  in  lung  disease 
who  left  his  job  as  medical  director 
during  the  height  of  the  labor  dispute, 
at  the  same  time  hospital  ad¬ 
ministrator  Lee  Koung  Soo  resigned. 

Kim’s  attempts  to  listen  to  the  con¬ 
cerns  of  employees  and  work  with 
union  members  have  led  to  a  closer 
relationship  between  management 
and  the  union,  Jones  said.  Other  fac¬ 
tors  that  helped  calm  the  situation  in¬ 
cluded  the  union’s  alarm  at  watching 
a  nearby  Catholic  hospital  close  in  a 
similar  dispute  and  public  pressure  on 
union  officials  to  quell  disturbances 
leading  up  to  the  Olympic  Games  in 
Seoul 

“The  hospital  is  back  to  normal, 
day-to-day  operations,"  Jones  said. 

“For  all  the  people  who  prayed,  I 
want  to  express  deep  appreciation. 
The  acute  crisis  is  much  better.” 

Jones  added,  however,  that  Wallace 
Hospital  still  must  overcome  newly 


Correction 


identified  financial  problems. 

Management  is  trying  to  deal  with 
the  rising  salaries  characteristic  of 
South  Korea’s  burgeoning  economy. 
Higher  labor  costs,  plus  the  labor 
strife  that  caused  the  hospital’s  pa¬ 
tient  count  to  drop  drastically,  have 
hurt. 

“The  strike  brought  financial  pro¬ 
blems  to  a  head,”  Jones  said.  “What 
we  need  is  a  long  period  of  stability.” 

Founded  by  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries,  the  hospital  is  one  of  the 
best-known  medical  facilities  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  country.  It  treats 
more  than  200,000  patients  each  year 
and  employs  a  staff  of  nearly  600.  It 
is  named  for  Bill  Wallace,  a  Southern 
Baptist  missionary  to  China  who  died 
in  1951  in  a  communist  prison. 

Marty  Croll  writes  for  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board. 

Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 

Man  Winkle  stained  glass,  carpet 

van  Winnie  steeples,  lighting. 

Church  foldino  £toors 

v  u  theater  seats 
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The  list  of  new  trustees  for  William 
Carey  College  in  the  Dec.  1  issue  of  the 
Baptist  Record  was  erroneous.  The 
new  trustees  are  Randy  Davis,  Bob 
Self,  David  Grant,  Dumas  Smith, 
John  Green,  and  Robert  Woodall. 


Pew  Upholstery 


Box  501,  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS  Toll  Free  1 -800-624-9627 

We  remodel  A  paint 


Council  calls  for  strategy 
on  bivocational  ministry 


It  Is  estimated  that  more  than  500  Mississippi  Baptist  ministers  are  bivocational, 
that  is,  they  hold  secular  jobs  alongside^  church  related  vocations.  Officers  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Bivocational  Fellowship  are  Ken  Cook,  pastor  of  Line  Creek,  Scott 
County,  and  corporate  communications  officer  for  MP&L,  secretary-treasurer;  Bob¬ 
by  Turner,  pastor  of  Schlater  Church,  Leflore  County,  and  vocational  education  high 
school  teacher  at  the  Cleveland  Vocational  Complex,  vice  president;  and  Tommy 
Tackett,  pastor  of  Valley  Grove  Church,  Pontotoc  Association,  and  a  statistician  with 
the  Mississippi  Statistical  Service,  president. 


conventions,  associations,  and  local  Jim  Newton  writes  for  the  Home 

cnurches  to  utilize  bivocational  Mission  Board.  JACKSON,  Miss.  <  BP)  —  Pastors  of  missions,  was  recognized  for  his 

;  ’•  churches  in  three  states  were  honored  leadership  role  in  establishing  and 

‘  as  exemplary  bivocational  ministers  leading  bivocational  ministers' 

during  the  Southern  Bapthrt  National  fellowships  in  Tarrant  Baptist 
Council  of  Bivocationaj/Ministries  Association  and  the  Baptist  General 
V  The  awards  were  presented  by  Dale  Cbnvention  of  Texas 

aH  *  i  Holloway,  national  consultant  for  Ken  Brow  n,  pastor  of  Lifeline  Bap 

bivocational  ministries  w  ith  the  tist  Mission  in  Florence.  Miss.,  was 
Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission  honored  for  leading  his  congregation 
Board,  honoring  bivocational  to  baptize  22  new  Christian  believers 
JjjW  ministers  in  open-country,  urban  and  last  year,  w  ith  20  other  new  converts 
I  JH  new  mission  congregations  awaiting  baptism  at  the  time  the  an 

B  Dj  William  M  Suttles.  pastor  for  38  nual  report  was  prepared  A  former 

years  at  Haralson  Baptist  Church  in  auto  body  shop  owner  in  Amarillo, 
a  rural  area  southwest  of  Atlanta,  was  Texas.  Brow  n  helped  start  the  mission 
honored  as  for  his  work  in  a  town-and  four  years  ago  To  support  his  family, 
country  situation  Suttles  is  acting  he  does  automotive  upholstery  work 
.  president  and  provost  of  Georgia  State  antique  cars,  vinyl  and  con 

He  has  been 

country  bivocational  preacher  for  The  three  pastors  honored  during 
more  than  50  years.  the  conference  were  success  models 

Glen  Ailshie,  left,  a  bi-vocational  pastor  from  Mullins.  SC  ,  was  elected  president  Claud  Slate,  pastor  of  Rivercrest  other  bivocational  ministers  could  ad- 
of  the  national  Council  for  Bivocational  Ministries  during  the  council’s  meeting  in  Baptist  Church  in  Fort  Worth.  Texas,  mire,  respect  and  emulate.  Holloway 
Jackson  Ken  Cook,  second  from  left,  a  bi-vocational  minister  from  Jackson,  was  for  28  years,  received  a  plaque  as  ex-  said.  ’'We’re  not  saying  these  are  the 
elected  vice-president  Three  directors  were  elected.  They  were  Carl  Barrington  of  emplary  bivocational  pastor  in  a  very  best  bivocational  ministers  in  the 
Southwestern  Seminary,  center;  Don  Beall  of  Eastern  South  Dakota  Association,  se-  metropolitan  area.  Slate,  who  sup-  SBC,  but  we  are  holding  them  up  as 
cond  from  right;  and  Vernon  Cole.  Kentucky  Baptist  Convention  About  50  council  plements  his  income  through  direct  exemplary  models  for  others."  he 
members  attended  the  meeting  sales,  marketing  and  insurance  com-  said. 


Indiana  cuts 
seven  from  staff 


INDIANAPOLIS  (BP)  -  Seven 
staff  members  were  laid  off.  another 
was  offered  a  transfer  until  retire- 
ment  and  $235,000  was  cut  from  the 
1989  budget  as  the  executive  board  of  iBl 
the  State  Convention  of  Baptists  in  In 
diana  struggled  to  match  income  to 
outgo.  ^ 

The  executive  board  met  a  week 
after  the  annual  meeting  of  SCBI,  BLF  ^^B 

w  hich  had  heard  reports  of  financial 

problems,  both  in  the  current  year  W 

and  in  the  year  to  come.  Despite 
predictions  of  a  $200,000-plus  shortfall, 
messengers  adopted  a  1989  budget  of 
$2,600,441. 

The  adopted  budget  projects  Jane  Newell,  left,  and  her  daughter. 

$1,841,197,  will  be  contributed  by  the  Laura,  sing  for  the  National  Council  for 
congregations  affiliated  with  the  In-  Bivocation  Ministries  during  the  council’s 
diana  Convention,  a  figure  newly  meeting  in  Jackson  Mrs.  Newell  is 
elected  Executive  Director-Treasurer  secretary  in  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foun- 
Mark  Coppenger  thinks  is  too  high.  He  dation  and  a  member  of  First  Church, 
said  a  more  realistic  figure  for  Florence. 

receipts  would  be  about  $1.6  million.  _ 

“For  the  last  10  years  the  convention 

has  budgeted  on  the  budget  rather  with  four  major  staff  vacancies.  The 
than  on  the  receipts.  There  has  been  executive  director  and  state  missions 
a  24  percent  increase  in  the  budget,  director  resigned  in  March  of  1987  in  BETHLEHEM,  Israel  (EP)  —  For  occupiedWest  Bank  and  has  been  the 
but  the  total  receipts  have  risen  only  a  dispute  over  use  of  designated  the  second  year  in  a  row,  Israeli  site  of  violence  since  last  December, 
18  percent,”  he  said.  funds;  the  editor  and  director  of  government  officials  have  canceled  when  the  Palestinian  people  began 

He  explained  the  convention  will  Christian  ministries  —  who  were  “co-  traditionaf'Christmas  celebrations  in  openly  revolting  against  Israel’s 
end  the  1988  budget  year  “about  advisors”  in  administering  the  state  Bethlehem,  the  city  of  the  birth  of  presence  in  the  area 
$90,000  in  the  red”  and  that  occurred  staff  —  subsequently  resigned.  Jesus,  which  lies  inside  the  Israeli- 


Bethlehem’ cancels  Christmas  celebrations 


■  ■  ■  ■••• 

Live 

Video  Concert 

»  55-wnutt  vitao  amc«n 
luhirinf  W«  SMI  Benia 
Him  ana  Mari  TMi  Win 
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°  Mastervision,  me  CS&; 

PO  8»r  I I84M  •  Franklin  TN  37064 


Call  for  Ft««  ^ 

BROCHURE 


BAPTISTRIES 

HEATERS.  PUMPS 
FACTORY  DIRECT 
iXTOLL  FREE  1-800-251-0679 
TN  CALL  COLLECT  615  875  0679 
FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRY  CO 
3511  HIXSON  PIKE* CHATTANOOGA.  TN  3741 5 


Confused  About  Life  Insurance? 
Why  not  buy  the  most  life  insurance 
for  the  least  amount  of  money? 
Example:  Male,  60.  non-smoker 

$100,000 

For  only  $32.56  per  mo. 

Call  Don  Mahaffay 
9:30am  to  4:30pm  ET  Mon. -Fit 
Toll  Free  1-600-367  5492 


25  -  or  47  - 
•  Passenger  buses 
BUS  SUPPLY  CO.  INC. 

McComb,  MS  601-684-2900 


By  Dr.  C  Amen,  Ph.D. 
Philosophy,  Master  of  Divinity. 

Discussas  Questions  often  en¬ 
countered  by  Christians.  S*«  jour 
Chrl.llan  book  (lore.  $7.95 


Interior  Signage 

Since  1928 


Dixie  Rubber  Stamp  &  Seal  Co. 
514  E.  Amite  Sr./P.O.  Box  202 
Jackson.  Mississippi  39205 
(601)  946- 1851/Toll  Free  1-800-634-4564 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder 
"Internationally  known  specialists  ‘ 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Box  30S-C  -  Greenwood  Mix*  3*930 


Pianos  at  A 
Warehouse  aS 

prices 

Exclusive  dealers  tor  * 
Steinway  -  Kawai  -  Wurliltaer 
Weber  -  Kimball 
Financing  Available 
MC/VISA/Ameocan  Express 


Piano  Company 

226  Hwy  51  N  Tim  Kelly.  Manager 
Rtdgeland  856-2524 


Priesthood  doctrine  attracts  most  attention 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Baptists’  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  priesthood  of  the  believer 
topped  the  list  of  concerns  —  aside 
from  mandatory  officer  elections  and 
budget  approvals  —  expressed  at 
Southern  Baptist  state  conventions 
this  year. 

Thirty-seven  of  the  38  conventions 
of  fellowships  had  reported  on  their 
meetings  through  Baptist  Press,  the 
denomination’s  news  agency,  by 
Thanksgiving. 

A  dozen  conventions  adopted  resolu¬ 
tions  on  the  priesthood  of  the  believer. 
Race  relations  and  gambling  were  the 
next-most-discussed  issues,  with 
seven  resolutions  each  Tbp  10  resolu¬ 
tions  also  included  abortion,  six;  the 
Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Af¬ 
fairs,  the  Cooperative  Program 
unified  budget  and  alcohol/drugs, 
four,  and  pornography,  “The  Last 
Temptation  of  Christ"  and  the  Baptist 
Faith  and  Message  Statement,  three. 

Resolutions  are  not  binding  upon 
Southern  Baptists,  but  they  reflect  the 
prevailing  belief  of  messengers  pre¬ 
sent  and  voting  at  an  annual  meeting. 

The  spate  of  resolutions  on  the 
priesthood  of  the  believer  was  pro¬ 
mpted  by  a  resolution  on  the  doctrine 
approved  during  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  annual  meeting  this  sum¬ 
mer  The  SBC  resolution  noted  the 
doctrine  "has  been  used  to  justify 
wrongly  the  attitude  that  a  Christian 
may  believe  whatever  he  so  chooses 
and  still  be  considered  a  loyal 
Southern  Baptist”  and  that  it  “can  be 
used  to  justify  the  undermining  of 
pastoral  authority  in  the  local 
church.” 

In  the  following  months,  some 
Southern  Baptists  claimed  the  SBC 
resolution  undermined  the  long¬ 
standing  benefits  of  the  doctrine  and 
over-emphasized  the  authority  of 
pastors 

All  12  state  resolutions  affirmed  the 
doctrine,  including  Mississippi, 
although  most  did  not  mention  the 
SBC  resolution.  Missouri’s  expressed 
regret  for  “any  unintentional  offense 
or  affront  to  our  lay  members"  caus¬ 


ed  by  the  SBC  resolution.  Virginia’s 
noted  no  person  or  creed  stands  bet¬ 
ween  an  individual  believer  and  God. 
Louisiana  messengers  defeated  an 
amendment  that  would  have  made 
their  resolution  conform  to  the  SBC’s. 

The  resolutions  on  race  relations 
also  had  an  antecedent  in  an  SBC 
event.  During  the  SBC  Christian  Life 
Commission's  September  meeting, 
commissioner  Curtis  W.  Caine  Sr.  of 
Jackson,  Miss.,  called  the  late  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  a  fraud  and  said  apar¬ 
theid  in  South  Africa  "doesn’t  exist 
anymore  and  was  beneficial  w’hen  it 
did.” 


Resolution  reaffirms  God  is 
* no  respecter  of  persons." 


Tennessee's  resolution  named  Caine 
and  said  messengers  disassociate 
themselves  from  his  remarks  and 
reaffirm  their  commitment  to  the 
biblical  teaching  that  God  “is  no 
respecter  of  persons."  Mississippi’s 
said  Baptists  in  the  state  “desire  to 
make  it  known  that  we  in  no  way  en¬ 
dorse  these  positions  espoused  by  the 
trustee  from  Mississippi”  on  the  CLC. 
Maryland/Delaware’s  called  on  the 
CLC  to  repudiate  “the  repressive 
system  of  institutionalized  racism 
called  apartheid.”  New  York’s  urged 
the  SBC  calendar  committee  to  set 
Race  Relations  Sunday  on  the  date 
nearest  King’s  birthday. 

Actual  threats  of  legalized  gambl¬ 
ing  initiated  the  resolutions  on  that 
subject.  Alabama,  Georgia,  and  Ttexas 
opposed  lotteries.  South  Carolina 
spoke  against  gambling  in  general,  as 
did  Louisiana,  which  also  decried  off¬ 
track  betting.  Ohio  spoke  against 
casinos,  and  Tennessee  opposed 
parimutuel  horestrack  betting. 

Arkansas’  resolution  on  abortion 
reaffirmed  the  sanctity  of  “both  bom 
and  pre-bom”  human  life,  which  it 


By  Marv  Knox 

said  begins  at  conception,  and  it 
stated  abhorrence  for  public  money  to 
finance  abortions.  Colorado,  Georgia, 
North  Carolina,  and  South  Carolina 
also  passed  anti-abortion  resolutions. 
Alabama  expressed  concern  that  a 
prominent  attorney  affiliated  with  the 
1973  Roe  v.  Wade  Supreme  Court  case 
spoke  at  Samford  University’s 
Cumberland  School  of  Law. 

South  Carolina  took  the  strongest 
stand  in  support  of  the  Baptist  Joint 
Committee  on  Public  Affairs,  the 
Washington-based  religious  liberty 
organization  that  has  been  criticized 
by  SBC  conservatives  and  received  a 
budget  reduction  from  the  SBC  this 
year.  South  Carolinians  voted  to 
budget  funds  in  1990  to  support  the 
BJCPA  but  did  not  set  an  amount. 
Kentuckians  referred  to  committee  a 
motion  to  budget  $2,500  for  the 
BJCPA.  Resolutions  in  Maryland/ 
Delaware,  Missouri,  and  Tennessee 
expressed  support  for  the  agency. 

Arizona  and  Louisiana  decried  the 
use/abuse  of  drugs.  Colorado  oppos¬ 
ed  the  use  and  sale  of  alcoholic 
beverages  and  the  legalization  of  il¬ 
licit  drugs.  South  Carolina  spoke 
against  the  use  of  alcohol. 

Louisiana,  Michigan,  New  York, 
and  Texas  all  supported  the 
Cooperative  Program  —  Southern 
Baptist’s  unified  budget  that  supports 
missions,  evangelism,  church  starting 
and  educational  endeavors  around  the 
world  —  and/or  praised  their  chur¬ 
ches  for  support  of  the  budget.  Loui¬ 
siana's  resolution  called  for  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  program  as  a  “manifesta¬ 
tion  of  our  denominational  unity  and 
vision  for  the  future  under  the  lord- 
ship  of  Christ.” 

Three  conventions  addressed  the 
Baptist  Faith  and  Message,  the  SBC’s 
1963  doctrinal  statement.  Hawaii  af¬ 
firmed  the  document.  Oklahoma  af¬ 
firmed  its  preamble,  which  em¬ 
phasizes  the  soul’s  competency  before 
God,  as  part  of  its  priesthood  of  the 
believer  resolution.  Maryland/ 
Delaware  turned  back  a  recommen¬ 
dation  to  add  the  statement  to  its  con¬ 


stitution  and  bylaws. 

Colorado,  Florida,  Mississippi,  and 
Georgia  passed  resolutions  opposing 
pornography. 

Alaska  and  Colorado  expressed 
outrage  at  the  movie  “The  Last  Temp¬ 
tation  of  Christ.”  And  in  a  related 
move,  Louisiana  addressed  the 
media’s  representation  of 
Christianity. 

Aside  from  resolutions,  several 
states  took  actions  unique  to  them: 

—  Virginians  responsed  to  the  SBC 
“denominational  crisis.”  They  asked 
messengers  to  next  year’s  SBC  annual 
meeting  to:  continue  to  fund  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Af¬ 
fairs;  permit  churches  to  “negative¬ 
ly  designate”  their  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  contributions;  support 
theological  education  that  is  serious, 
open,  balanced,  and  responsible;  ac¬ 
cept  the  state’s  elected  nominees  for 
the  SBC  Committee  on  Committees ; 
and  develop  “a  new  style  of  relating” 
so  that  “genuine  healing  may  take 
place.” 


"Conservatives  won  in 
Georgia." 

—  North  Carolinians  reduced  the 
powers  of  their  president.  As  oppos¬ 
ed  to  appointing  members  to  the  con¬ 
vention’s  committees  on  enrollment 
and  committees,  the  president  and 
two  vice  presidents  now  comprise  a 
committee  to  nominate  members  to 
the  two  committees,  and  those 
nominations  go  before  the  conven¬ 
tion’s  general  board,  which  can  ratify 
or  substitute  the  nominations  before 
presenting  them  to  the  convention  for 
election. 

—  Colorado  eliminated  five  staff 
positions  —  the  state  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union  director,  a  religious 
education  leader  and  three  support 
staffers  —  in  an  effort  to  save  $70,000 
annually.  The  WMU  voted  to  become 
an  auxiliary  of  the  convention  and 


raise  its  own  support. 

—  Alabama,  a  predominantly  white 
convention,  met  with  four 
predominantly  black  Baptist  conven¬ 
tions  for  a  joint  worship  session. 

—  California  changed  its  name, 
from  the  Southern  Baptist  General 
Convention  of  California  to  the 
California  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 

—  Kansas/Nebraska  evacuated  to 
the  basement  while  tornadoes  skipped 
about  and  later  heard  two  sermons  by 
flashlight. 

—  Northern  Plains  dissolved  its 
21-year-old  convention  and  divided  in¬ 
to  the  Montana  Southern  Baptist 
Fellowship  and  the  Dakota  Southern 
Baptist  Fellowship. 

—  Tennessee  approved  a  residential 
care  ministry  for  developmentally 
disabled  adults. 

Several  states  took  measures  to 
finance  the  new  expanded  annuity 
plan  for  retired  ministers.  At  least  five 
conventions,  including  Mississippi, 
wrote  the  cost  into  their  budgets  as  a 
“preferred  item,”  which  is  to  be  paid 
off  the  top  of  undesignated  receipts. 
Four  others  incorporated  the  cost  in¬ 
to  their  budgets  but  cut  the  percen¬ 
tage  they  will  send  to  fund  SBC 
causes. 

Of  35  states  that  reported  new 
budgets,  18  voted  to  increase  the 
percentage  they  send  to  the  SBC,  in¬ 
cluding  Mississippi,  13  held  the  same, 
and  four  decreased  the  percentage. 

Three  conventions  —  the  District  of 
Columbia,  Hawaii,  and  Virginia  — 
elected  women  as  presidents.  Five 
promoted  vice  presidents  to  the 
presidency,  and  12  re-elected 
incumbents. 

Only  in  Georgia  did  an  incumbent 
lose  re-election.  And  only  four  conven¬ 
tions  reported  presidential  contests 
where  aspirants  were  affiliated  in 
some  form  with  elements  of  the  SBC 
theological/political  controversy. 

Conservatives  won  in  Georgia,  and 
moderates  won  in  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina,  and  Tennessee. 

Marv  Knox  writes  for  BP. 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Letters  to  the  editor  must  be  limited  to  300  words  and  the  editor  reserves 
the  right  to  trim  those  that  are  longer.  Editorial  prerogatives  must  be  reserved 
under  alt  circumstances,  and  the  opinions  of  the  letter  writers  do  not 
necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  stafr  of  the  Baptist  Record.  Only  signed 
letters  will  be  used,  but  the  writer  may  request  that  his  name  be  withheld. 
The  withholding  of  names  will  be  at  the  discretion  of  the  editor. 

Breaking  the  law  jJSdfafSTSS ££ E& “ 

Editor  •  necessary.  Every  Christian  act  must 

Reference  your  editorial  titled  be  bathed  in  prayer  and  motivated  by 
"Breaking  the  Law.  You  say  that  to  love;  however,  we  cannot  bide  behind 
break  a  law  under  any  circumstance  either  one  Jesus  works  through  us  to 
is  wrong.  I  must  assume  that  your  a  lost  world.  Jesus  prayed,  but  he  also 
judgment  of  wrong  is  a  moral  reached  out  to  people  He  loved  peo- 
judgment.  pie  enough  to  tell  them  they  were 

If  your  iine  of  thinking  be  correct,  wrong,  and,  unless  they  repented, 
then  Jesus  Christ  would  be  indicted  as  they  were  going  to  Hell, 
an  anarchist,  for  he  found  no  problem  I  believe  strongly  that  if  Jesus 
in  breaking  bad  laws  in  his  day.  In  Christ  were  still  on  earth,  he  would  be 
Matt  10:  16-23,  Jesus  is  sending  forth  at  the  abortion  clinics  rescuing  the  lit- 
his  disciples  to  break  the  law  and  even  tie  ones  he  thought  so  highly  of  that 
tells  his  disciples  how  they  will  be  he  used  them  to  establish  the  criteria 
treated  as  a  result.  In  Matt.  12  Jesus  of  the  Kingdom 
breaks  the  Mosaic  Law  not  once  but  I’m  aware  of  Rom.  13  and  Acts 
several  times.  It  would  be  interesting  4 : 19-20.  However,  the  rescuers  func- 
to  see  how  you  base  your  conclusion  tion  under  the  “necessity  clause”  of 
on  scripture  We  are  not  saved  to  be  the  trespass  law. 
socially  correct;  and,  in  fact,  Jesus  Bob  Sheppard 

said  in  Matt.  10:34,  ‘Think  not  that  I  Tterry 

am  come  to  send  peace  but  a  sword." 

I  read  in  the  same  chapter,  verse  38,  I  won’t  argue  the  point,  but 


somehow  I  believe  that  if  Jesus  were 
on  earth  today  he  either  would  break 
down  the  doors  of  the  abortion  clinics 
and  drive  out  the  abortioners  or  he 
would  work  to  get  the  law  changed. 
Passive  trespassing  seems  to  be  a 
half-way  measure.  If  the  law  is  to  be 
broken,  why  not  go  ahead  and  do  an 
effective  job?  —  Editor 


Response  misplaced? 
Editor: 

I  have  read  in  several  papers  ac¬ 
counts  of  remarks  by  Dr.  Curtis  Caine 
Sr.  of  the  Christian  Life  Commission 
regarding  Martin  Luther  King  and  the 
response  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention. 

Of  course,  the  FBI  files  on  Dr.  King 
were  sealed  for  some  50  years  after 
his  death,  but  enough  leaked  through 
to  establish  what  many  already  knew : 
that  there  were  some  serious  ques¬ 
tions  concerning  his  character  and 
conduct  Though  I  agree  that  some  of 
the  objectives  were  praiseworthy, 
some  were  pursued  in  all  the  wrong 
ways. 

Maybe  Dr.  Caine’s  remarks  were  a 


bit  ill-prompted  and  misplaced. 
Equally  so  was  the  response  of  the 
convention.  Martin  Luther  King  was 
no  saint,  even  as  numbers  of  others 
are  not  whom  we  are  so  prone  to  try 
to  elevate  to  that  plane. 

R.  Clifton  Williams 
Bogue  Chitto 

Your  point  is  well  taken,  but  I 
believe  that  it  was  not  the  intent  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  to  ex¬ 
tol  Martin  Luther  King.  —  Editor 


Encouragement 

Editor: 

Maybe  I  owe  you  an  apology.  I  en¬ 
joy  the  Baptist  Record  and  appreciate 
your  editorials  —  but  I  don’t  ever  tell 
you.  I  am  telling  you  and  trust  my 
“thank  you”  will  be  of  some 
encouragement 

The  Lord  bless  you  — 

Bill  Webb,  pastor 
Midway,  Meridian 

It  is  of  untold  encouragement. 
Thank  you.  — ■  Editor 


Two  left  out 

Editor: 

Regarding  the  article  by  Maggie 
Whittington  on  “When  was  the  last 
time  you  said  Thank  You.” 

This  is  par  for  the  course.  When 
something  like  this  is  quoted,  so¬ 
meone  is  going  to  be  left  out,  and 
some  of  the  most  important.  This  time 
it  was  the  financial  secretary  and  the 
treasurer. 

Thanks  for  these  two. 

James  T.  Gaylord 
Hernando 


Thanks  for  fairness 

Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  continuing  effort 
to  report  in  fairness  events  that  are  of 
interesUo  Mississippi  Baptists.  You 
consistently  conduct  your  ministry 
with  the  highest  integrity.  You  are  an 
editor  with  a  desire  to  be  true  and 
thorough  while  dealing  with  matters 
that  are  sensitive. 

So,  thanks  for  a  job  well  done. 

—Robert  E.  Self 
Brookhaven 


C^JDetxyti  oruil^) 

Churches  re-enact 
the  Christmas  story 

By  Waurine  Ferguson  Walley 


“Christmas  in 
the  Cottonpatch 
next  week  <  _ 


by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


CHRISTMAS  IN  THE  COTTON- 
PATCH,  a  north  Mississippi  tradition 
since  1960,  will  be  presented  again  this 
year,  Dec.  18-Dec.  27,  beginning  each 
night  at  8.  The  place:  the  cottonfield 
across  from  Abel’s  Store  on  Highway 
5,  about  midway  between  the  towns  of 
Hickory  Flat  and  Ashland. 

Seventeen  larger  than  life  scenes 
dominate  the  seven-acre  field,  and 
thousands  of  small  lights  representing 
stars  reach  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in 
depth  and  climax  near  a  star  which 
measures  24  feet  from  point  to  point. 
The  program  consists  of  narration 
and  song,  and  at  the  proper  time  each 
scene  in  the  field  is  lighted.  Finally  all 
scenes  are  lighted,  and  the  life  of 
Christ  is  depicted.  The  script  and 
music  are  changed  each  year,  but  the 
story  of  the  life  of  Christ  is  always 
bibically  correct.  Amplifiers  carry 
the  message  so  all  may  hear. 

Since  this  is  an  outdoor  program, 
those  attending  are  urged  to  dress 
warmly.  They  may  sit  in  car  or  van  or 
bus  and  hear  and  see,  or  sit  on  the 
hillside  benches  provided.  There  is  no 
charge. 


‘By  yon  bonnie  braes 


Part  II 

By  Waurine  Ferguson  Walley 

Christian  wait  in  the  wings  of  the  church  balconies  in  anticipation  of  the 
colorful  pageantry  of  their  favorite  celebration  of  the  year.  Their  hearts  are 
ready  to  “experience  Christmas  '’ 

They  are.  surprised  that  the  stage  is  dark,  empty,  and 
jKjHStk  silent  The  narrator  allows  time  to  reflect  on  the  mean- 
inglessness  of  such  a  setting  before  he  explains  that  life, 
MfF  too,  is  meaningless  without  the  hope  of  the  Savior.  Jesus 

From  the  darkness,  strained  voices  of  two  people,  a  man 
*’  jjfl  and  a  woman  are  heard  in  the  distance  Though  their  words 

m..  cannot  be  distinguished,  the  tone  of  %-oice  indicates  that  the 

Jm  W  conversation  is  a  serious  one.  The  on  lookers  lean  forward 

hoping  to  see  something  from  the  darkness  .  .  hoping  to 
II  hear  a  word  of  encouragement  They  are  heartened  as  a 

wauey  few  flickering  lights  appear,  framing  the  familiar  outline 
of  a  city  that  they  recognize  as  the  city  of  Bethlehem  and  the  city  to  which 
Joseph  must  go  to  be  registered  for  a  census  decreed  by  Caesar  Augustus 
(Luke  2:1-5). 

One  by  one  the  lights  from  the  inns  are  extinguished  and  only  the  outline 
of  a  few  late-comers  are  seen  as  they  try  to  find  a  place  to  spend  the  night 
Among  those  are  Mary  and  Joseph.  Mary’s  shadowy  silhouette  discloses  that 
her  delivery  time  is  near.  “‘No  room  here”  is  the  repeated  response  from  the 
innkeepers  in  Bethlehem  as  Joseph  asks  from  door  to  door  for  a  room  Luke 
2:7). 

The  encouragement  felt  only  moments  ago  turns  to  gloom  for  the  quiet 
observers  as  they  identify  with  the  unfortunate  situation  of  the  couple. 
Somehow  they  hope  that  this  year’s  innkeeper  might  say.  “Sure,  we  have  a 


When  I  dropped  in  to  visit  my 
neighbor,  Pat  Green,  she  served  hot 
tea  and  three  kinds  of  biscuits  ( Scots 
call  them  that ;  we  call  them  cookies. ) 

Since  she  says  she  can’t  sing  (and  I 
identify  with  that)  I  wanted  to  hear 
about  her  experiences  as  the  only  non¬ 
musical  member  of  a  music  mission 
to  Scotland  in  October  ( story  was  in 
last  week’s  BR).  Nine  from  my 
church,  Morrison  Heights,  made  up 
the  partnership  evangelism  team 
They  gave  concerts,  and  our  pastor, 

Ken  Alford,  preached. 

They  found  the  countryside  still 
green,  and  flowers  still  blooming  in 
the  little  backyard  gardens  behind  the 
ancient  stone  houses,  and  on  the  town 
squares.  The  many  drystane  dykes  in 
the  fields  (stone  walls),  they  learned, 
had  been  built  to  keep  the  wind  from 
blowing  the  soil  away. 

Every  afternoon,  the  Clinton  _ _ 

women  met  with  a  group  of  Scottish  rived  in  the  mail  at  the  police  depart 
women  for  tea  and  testimony  time.  “I 
told  my  tea  cup  story,”  Pat  said.  (The 
teacup  would  still  be  a  lump  of  clay 


'One  played  the  bagpipes. 


ment ;  the  chief’s  wife  reported  to  Pat, 

“The  Bible  you  sent  came  today.” 

“But  I  didn’t  send  one!”  It  turned 
and  not  a  thing  of  beauty  had  it  not  out  that  it  came  from  a  man  who 
gone  through  the  molding  and  firing  sends  Bibles  to  many  places.  Yet  it 
processes. )  She  showed  me  the  bou-  was  remarkable  that  it  came  the  week 
quet  of  heather  she  brought  home,  and  the  team  was  there, 
held  up  a  linen  towel  imprinted  with  “God  sent  it  to  you!”  Pat  told  him. 

a  map  of  Scotland.  “See,  there’s  Later,  when  team  member  Tim 

Wigtown”  —  she  pointed  to  the  Alford  gave  his  testimony  at  a  ser- 
southwest  of  the  country  —  “and  vice,  he  asked,  “I" 

Newton  Stewart  and  Whithorn.”  here  in  the  beauty  of  this  land  and  not 
(Scotland  is  the  size  of  South  Carolina,  believe  in  God?”  Proud  of  his  land,  the  1988 
but  has  twice  as  many  people.)  policeman  afterward  said,  ‘‘If 
The  Mississippians  were  welcomed  anything  could  make  me  believe  there 

with  a  barn  fellowship  at  Barven-  is  a  God,  it  would  be  the  beauty  of  the 

nochan  Farm  at  Whauphill.  Bob  and  earth.”  The  night  she  left  Newton 

Marsha  Ford,  Southern  Baptist  mis-  Stewart,  Pat  told  him,  “I  know  you  are 

sionaries  with  whom  they  had  plan-  going  to  be  converted  one  day.  Now 

ned  their  itinerary,  were  there.  The  you  are  my  friend.  But  one  day  you 

Scottish  men  wore  their  kilts,  which  are  going  to  be  my  brother!” 
they  said  they  wear  only  for  guests  of  The  second  home  she  stayed  in  was  4  4 
honor.  One  played  the  bagpipes,  the  “wee  house”  of  Sandy  and 
Others  demonstrated  Scottish  games  Margaret  Grieve  at  Wigtown,  with  one 
and  folk  dances.  Then  team  members  bedroom,  sitting  room,  and  kitchen, 
met  the  famlies  in  whose  homes  they  The  Grieves,  in  their  fifties,  married  By  Shirley  Nash 

would  be  staying.  five  years,  both  Baptists,  happy  with  ( The  writer  of  this  article  is  an  in-  sign  language. 

Though  she  did  not  sing,  Pat  found  their  wee  house,  loaned  her  the  terpreter  for  the  deaf  and  a  member  Marv  anH  RanHv  uirH  „  • 

opportunities  to  witness.  On  that  first  bedroom  and  slept  in  the  attic.  Owner  of  Easthaven  Baptist  Church,  counle  who  started  thp 

night,  she  went  home  with  a  couple  of  a  crafts  shop,  he  was  a  former  Brookhaven.)  in  S ,r JlZ* hlvehTd 1 1 ' 

wSo  lived  at  the  town  of  Newton  bulcher  My  doorbeU  rang.  Looking  through  S,lafSX“^n^S 

Stewart,  a  law  enforcement  officer  The  view  of  a  double  rainbow  my  French  doors,  I  could  see  Gale,  Cod'c  work  g  n 

and  his  wife.  somewhat  made  up  for  a  rainy,  cold  one  of  my  hearing  impaired  friends.  1  , 

“Are  you  a  member  of  the  Baptist  windy  two  weeks.  Pat  wore  her  all-  who  oftentimes  came  to  visit.  Tbday  Mary  told  me  about  a  young  man 
church  here?"  she  asked  the  police  weather  coat  and  walking  shoes  she  seemed  especially  happy  about  wor*e^  at  a  l003*  cemetery.  His 
chief.  Since  he’d  been  at  the  barn  everywhere,  over  layered  clothing,  something.  We  made  ourselves  com  boss,  member  of  our  church,  allowed 
fellowship,  she  assumed  that  he  was.  and  stayed  basically  dry.  But  she  had  fortable  in  my  den.  I  offered  her  IT16  to  '  IS1*  Wlt^  Maxie  on  the  job. 
When  he  answered,  “No,”  she  asked,  been  sick  before  she  left  home,  with  something  to  drink,  but  she  had  more  Maxie  had  been  deaf  since  birth. 

‘Then  where?”  a  respiratory  infection.  In  winter,  she  important  things  on  her  mind.  She  I  walked  up  to  Maxie.  bashful  as  he 

“I’m  not  a  church  member.”  usually  avoids  being  in  the  rain  if  she  could  keep  her  secret  no  longer.  was,  and  started  signing  to  him  He 

“You  DO  know  Jesus  Christ?”  can,  for  she  easily  takes  a  cold.  But  “Maxie,  me,  want  get  marry,”  she  started  walking  backward  and  I  kept 

With  his  “no,”  she  began  explaining  rain  doesn’t  stop  the  Scots  from  going  said.  “Next  week."  Though  Gale  spoke  walking  forward _ I  told  him  we 

what  she  believed,  and  how  much  anywhere;  they  are  used  to  it.  with  a  slight  speech  impediment,  her  had  a  ministry  at  Easthaven  that 

Christ  means  to  her  life.  During  a  two-day  stop  in  London  language  was  beautiful  to  me.  The  would  help  him  to  understand  the 


neoention  Wl  I  I  beaut,ful  room  with  a  scenic  view  of  a  terraced  mountainside  and  well  roll 
wvii  TV  111  in  the  most  luxurious  crib  that  we  have  when  the  baby  is  born!"  They -want 
T»  to  hear  those  kind  words  because  they  understand  the  pleasure  of  comfort 

nonor  mwan  and  acceptance  more  than  they  understand  discomfort  and  rejection. 

C?  History  remains  unchanged,  though,  and  the  curtain  closes  on  a  weary 

_  4  ....  Joseph,  failing  in  his  attempt  to  find  an  acceptable  place  to  spend  the  night, 

The  trustees,  administration,  facul-  but  he  is  not  downcast  because  his  faith  in  God  is  strong  enough  to  overcome 
ty,  and  staff  of  Mississippi  Baptist  his  dejection  of  the  moment  with  the  confidence  that  God  would  prepare  a 
Seminary  are  hosting  a  reception  place  for  them 

How  can  aqyom  live  honoring  Richard  Brogan,  who  ends  All  of  God’s  people  can  sympathize  with  Joseph's  predicament  because  they 
his  tenure  as  president  December,  have  experienced  ill  circumstances  in  their  own  lives.  Thev  know  pain  but 

they  don’t  understand  the  necessity  of  it.  The  narrator  reminds  them,  then. 
The  reception  will  take  place  at  the  that  suffering  and  trouble  can  draw  them  closer  to  God  and  can  teach  them 
iminary  at  3160  Lynch  Street  in  to  lean  on  His  understanding  rather  than  their  own;  and  when  they  do,  they 
ickson,  Dec.  17,  2-4  p.m.  become  more  mature  Christians,  desiring  to  bend  their  wills  to  the  will  of 

In  January,  Brogan  returns  to  the  the  Heavenly  Father,  realizing  that  he  has  a  purpose  for  every  life  as  he  did 
aff  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con-  for  Mary  and  Joseph. 

intion  Board,  concentrating  on  black  Waurine  <  Renee)  Wallev  is  a  member  of  Woodland  Hills  Church,  Jackson, 
lurch  relations.  and  an  employee  of  the  BAPTIST  RECORD. 


Now  Soirthem  Baptists  everywhere  have  a 
Bible  designed  especially  for  them. 

The  Disciple’s  Study  Bible  is  a  captivating 
work  that  traces  the  paths  of  27  Christian  doc¬ 
trines  through  the  Scripture,  as  told  in  footnotes 
that  undergird  every  page  with  new  insights  into 
ageless  truths. 

The  New  International  Version  text  insures  its 
accuracy.  And  a  long  list  of  study  features  insures 
its  usefulness. 

Make  your  next  Bible  selection  significant. 
This  one  is. 

BONDED  LEATHER  each,  $49.95 

Black  4670-25  Gray  4670-29 

Blue  4670-27  Burgundy  4670-31 


Visit  us  today  or  order  from  your  Baptist  Book 
Store  or  Mail  Order  Center... where 
A  .  A  your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed. 

BAPTIST  BOOK  STORES 


Just  for  the  Record 


Metalwood  Manufacturing  Co. 

812  Merita  Drive,  Tupelo,  Mississippi,  38801 

(601)  844-4174 

Ideal  for  schools,  chur¬ 
ches  and  businesses. 
Constructed  of  one 
inch  black  tubular  steel 
legs.  Top  is  5/8  X  16 
X  21  inches,  walnut 
finish,  high  pressure 
laminated  plastic.  42 
inches  high  at  rear. 


No  300 


East  Moss  Point  Church,  Moss 
Point,  honored  Mrs  Margrett  Black- 
well  at  a  churchwide  Thanksgiving 
fellowship  after  the  evening  service  on 
Nov.  20.  She  has  been  a  member  for 
35  years  and  has  served  28  years  as 
WMU  president/director. 

Mrs.  Blackwell  was  presented  a 
cross  stitch  sampler  of  the  permanent 
WMU  Watchword.  A  gold  necklace 
with  28  gold  beads ;  one  for  each  year 
of  service,  was  also  presented  to  her 
by  Mrs.  Bee  Stauter,  incoming  direc¬ 
tor.  Harold  Anderson  is  pastor. 


The  adult  choir  of  Calvary  Church. 
Petal,  under  the  direction  of  W.  C. 
Rainey  Jr.,  will  present  the  musical 
"Come  to  the  Manger”  on  Dec.  18  at 
7  p.m.  Phil  T.  Harris  is  pastor. 


Oak  Grove  Church,  located  18  miles  southwest  of  Lexington,  dedicated  its  new 
.anctuarv  and  fellowship  nail  on  Nov.  20.  Gage  Hynum  is  pastor. 


H.O.P.E.  (Helping  Others,  Pro¬ 
viding  Empathy),  a  support  group  for 
people  grieving  the  death  of  a  loved 
one,  will  meet  Dec.  15,  at  6  p.m.  at 
Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center. 
Headed  by  MBMC’s  mental  health 
clinical  nurse  specialist  and  director 
of  Social  Services,  the  group  meets 
the  third  Thursday  of  each  month  at 
MBMC.  For  more  information  call 


Grace  Memorial  Church,  Tupelo,  burned  church  notes  on  homecoming,  Oct.  9 
Regular  services  were  held,  dinner  on  the  grounds,  and  an  afternoon  of  singing..  After 
the  singing  the  people  gathered  outside  the  front  of  the  church  and  the  notes  were 
Dumed.  Grace  Church  was  organized  by  Joe  Holcomb,  pastor,  on  Oct.  10, 1976  with 
17  members  and  held  sertfceshtTlhe'  pastorium  until  completion  of  the  church  five 
months  later  Pictured,  left  to'right.  are  Gary  Haynes,  deacon,  Harvey  Witcher,  trustee; 
Holcomb;  Shelby  Moore,  trustee;  and,  Larry  Gibson,  trustee. 


RATE  50c  pc  wo*d  $5  0C 
order  except  on  contr ac: 
name,  address  *ip  code 
word  count  No  blind  ads 


First  Church  of  Potts  Camp,  held  groundbreaking  services  on  Sept.  25  for  a  new 
combination  building  that  will  include  a  large  fellowship  hall,  ten  Sunday  school  rooms, 
md  a  recreation  area  The  new  building  is  scheduled  to  be  completed  in  early  January. 

P  ctured.  left  to  right,  are  building  committee  members  Robert  Luther,  Doyle  Baum, 
>rol  Ray,  Edward  Overall;  committee  chairman  Marshall  Clifton;  G  Wiley  Gann, 
castor  and  chairman  of  deacons  Johnny  Westmoreland. 


Members  of  Bethany  Church,  Potts  Camp,  honored  for  Sunday  School  perfect 
attendance  are  pictured,  Anthony  Clayton,  Betty  Clayton,  Angie  Clayton,  Stephanie 
Bennett,  and  Trey  Hill,  3  years;  Christy  West,  Connie  Bennett,  Dennis  Clayton,  Melissa 
Bennett,  Rebecca  Worsham,  2  years;  Keith  McLeroy  and  Christina  Seals,  1  year. 
Bethany  Church  set  a  record  Oct.  23  when  75  attended  Sunday  School  with  enroll- 
meot  of  68.  Church  Training  attendance  was  50  with  48  enrolled.  Carl  Teel  is  pastor 
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HAVE  AN  EFFECTIVE 
MINISTRY  and  earn  a  good  in¬ 
come.  We  select  and  produce 
Bible-centered  video  and  audio 
tapes,  books,  musicals  and  other 
teaching  materials  for  home  and 
church.  You  are  needed  and  will 
be  paid  well  to  present  these  top 
quality  character  building 
materials  in  your  area.  Direct 
sales  or  party  sales  experience 
helpful,  but  not  necessary.  Contact 
Jovful  Home  Ministries,  Box  188, 
Moselle,  MS  39459.  Phone  (601) 
544-4420. 


HOLSEPARENTS  NEEDED:  A 
mature  married  couple  with  no 
dependent  children  to  work  as 
house-parents  in  a  therapeutic 
group  home  setting  with  12  adoles¬ 
cent  boys  13-18  years.  Good  salary, 
good  benefits  and  working  condi¬ 
tions.  Call  for  interview  Monday-  I 
Friday  at  601-798-2418  or 
601-798-2437  between  8:00  a.m.  and 
4:00  p.m.  or  for  information  on 
weekends  or  evenings  <8:0# 
p.  m  .-9 : 00  p.  m . ) .  Write  letter  of  in¬ 
terest  to  Houseparents,  P.  O. 
Drawer  640,  Picayune,  MS  39466. 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers.  P.  O.  Box  186.  Meridian. 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899,  Phone 
(601)  693-4451. 


“THE  NEW  FRONTIER”  —  Look¬ 
ing  at  life  through  the  death  of 
JFK.  Free.  Ray's  Study,  Box  5435, 
Midland.  TX  79704. 


1,700  SBC  CONVENTION  hotel 
rooms  blocked  in  Las  Vegas. 
Rates  $40-|75.  Call  Royce  Dowell 
today!  (214  )  690-1153. 


Satisfy 
Your  Hunger 
for  Ttuth 

THE  DISCIPLE’S  STUDY  BIBLE 

from  Holman 

New  International  Version 
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BR  sets  self  straight  about  USM  BSU  story 

The  Baptist  Record  would  like  to  Union  at  the  University  of  very  thin 

set  itself  straight.  In  an  article  in  Southern  Mississippi.  But,  Baptist 

the  Nov.  24  issue,  the  Record  got  somehow,  the  headline,  utilizing  in-  typograp 

the  story  right,  but  the  headline  itials,  reversed  the  letters,  giving  that  onlj 

wrong.  The  article  correctly  told  of  organizational  credit  to  another  detect  th< 

the  organization  of  an  alumni  university  in  the  state.  We’re  sorry.  mise  to 

group  for  the  Baptist  Student  Actually,  we’re  told,  we’ve  done  this  more  difi 


Miss  Starnes 
retires  in 
Thailand 


A  retirement  luncheon  was  held 
recently  at  Calvary  Baptist  Church 
Fellowship  Hall  in  Bangkok,  Thailand, 
to  honor  Fanny  Louise  Starnes.  She 
retired  in  late  November  1988,  from  33 
years  of  service  in  various  ministries 
in  Thailand. 

While  on  the  foreign  mission  field 
that  was  once  called  “Siam,”  Miss 
Starnes  worked  in  publication, 
evangelism,  secretarial  work  in  the 
Thailand  Baptist  Mission  office,  and 
since  1967,  has  served  as  mission 


INSPIRATIONAL  EVANGELISTIC 
EVENT  with  emphasis  on  discipleship 


China  Bibles 
sell  out  fast 

NANJING,  China  -  1 


Bibles  have 

A-  iy-  gone  on  sale  in  public  bookstores  in 

‘ '.  China  for  the  first  time  in  the  com 

*  V  munist  era  The  New  China  bookstore 

aSHHHHHB  chain  sold  out  its  first  stock  of  lu.000 

Bibles  in  days  with  only  word -of - 
Fanny  Louise  Starnes  at  the  retirement  mouth  publicity,  according  to  Na- 
luncheon  given  in  her  honor  at  Calvary  tional  and  International  Religion 
Baptist  Church  Fellowship  Hall  in  Report.  The  Bibles,  which  sell  for 
Bangkok,  Thailand,  recognizing  her  33  about  $3.60,  were  printed  by  Amity 
years  of  ministry  in  Thailand.  Seated  at  Press,  a  publishing  operation  run  by 
the  table  directly  behind  the  honoree  are  Chinese  Christians  in  cooperation 
missionaries  David  Steverson  (in  suit  and  with  others. 

tie),  who  became  the  new  treasurer  of  the  Christian  leaders  helped  negotiate 
Mission  upon  Miss  Starnes'  retirement,  the  bookstore  sales,  which  they 
and  his  wife  Judy  talking  with  Bob  believe  will  offer  the  best  channel  to 
Stewart  who  MCed  the  occasion.  (Photo  distribute  Bibles  to  people  outside 
by  maxine  Stewart)  churches. 


Grades  7  - 
12/College 


Mississippi 

COLLEGE  Vf/ 

COLISEUM 

December  29-30,  1988 

(Begins  Thursday  at  1:30  -  Dismisses  Friday  at  4:00  p.m.) 

Register  at  the  door  — ■  $3.00  per  person 


Registration 
for  family 
workshop  extended 

Persons  may  register  for  Family 
Leadership  Workshops  as  late  as  Jan. 
9  by  sending  $25  fee  for  single  or  $40 
per  couple  to  Family  Ministry,  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205.  This  fee 
covers  meals  (except  breakfast, 
Saturday)  and  materials  Jan.  13-14. 
The  sessions  at  the  Baptist  Building 
in  Jackson  begin  at  3  p.m.  on  Friday 
and  conclude  by  3  p.m.  on  Saturday. 

Simultaneous  leadership  training 
sessions  are  being  offered  on  “Fami¬ 
ly  Enrichment  in  Your  Church,” 
“Parenting  by  Grace”  and  “Covenant 
Marriage.”  Leaders  previously  an¬ 
nounced  are  G.  Ted  Taylor, 
Starkville,  Billy  G.  Johnson,  Hat¬ 
tiesburg  and  Carl  Dickinson,  Laurel. 

Church  leaders  interested  in  any  of 
these  phases  of  Family  Ministry  will 
be  given  training  to  lead  in  these 
areas. 


This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell  nor  a  solicitation  of  offers 
to  buy  any  of  these  securities.  The  offering  is  made  only  by  Prospectus. 


$10,000,000 


Church  Loan  Collateralized  Bonds 


Minimum  Purchase  —  $500.00 


Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  Bonds,  along  with  other 
available  funds  of  Home  Mission  Board,  will  be  used  to 
make  direct  loans  to  Baptist  churches  affiliated  with  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  for  the  financing  of  sites  and 
the  construction  of  buildings  in  keeping  with  the  Bold  Mis¬ 
sion  Thrust  emphasis  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Interest  on  the  Bonds  will  be  payable  semi-annually.  The 
Bonds  will  be  offered  with  maturity  dates  varying  from  six 
months  to  fifteen  years  and  the  interest  rate  will  vary  from 
8.5%  to  10.5%  depending  upon  the  maturity  date  as  set 
forth  in  the  Prospectus. 

Copies  of  the  Prospectus  may  be  obtained  by  calling  or 
writing  the  Home  Mission  Board. 


Horseshoe  holds 
Mrs.  Joe  Wade  Day 

Horseshoe  Church  near  Tchula 
honored  one  of  its  oldest  members 
with  a  special  day  on  Nov.  13.  Mrs. 


*  that  time  She  was  established  a  trust  fund  with  the  of  their  pastor"  and  “always  had  a 

church  treasurer  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  in  strong  interest  in  the  well  being  of  the 

at  one  time,  and  memory  of  her  father,  Morris  Steen,  church  staff." 

Mrs.  Wade  ^  taugj,t  Sunday  who  died  in  November,  1988.  The  in-  She  added,  “They  were  soul  win- 

School  and  Vacation  Bible  School  come  from  the  fund  is  to  go  to  the  ners  Many  times  I  remember  my 

throughout  these  years.  “There  was  Church-Minister  Relations  Depart-  father  saying  he  needed  to  go  talk  with 
never  a  question  about  who  would  be  ment  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con-  someone  because  this  person  didn  t 
the  Junior  teacher  for  Mrs.  Wade  vention  Board,  for  ministerial  aid.  know  the  Lord.  Even  in  the  past  few 
always  filled  that  position,”  one  Previously  Mrs.  Thompson  had  years,  while  their  health  was  very 
member  said  “We  are  thankful  that  established  a  trust  fund  with  the  bad,  they  sent  their  tithes.  Lottie 
she  could  be  a  part  of  our  lives  these  Foundation  in  memory  of  her  mother,  Moon  Offering,  and  Annie  Armstrong 
many  years  We  love  her.”  Emma  D.  Steen,  who  died  in  July  of  Offering  to  church.  They  were  strong 

Lou  McBride  Ingram  wrote  “A  this  year.  Income  from  that  fund  goes  supporters  of  all  missions  " 

Tribute  to  Mrs.  Wade”  which  was  read  to  First  Baptist  Church,  Richland,  to  Besides  Vivian  (Mrs.  Ray)  Thomps¬ 
on  the  special  day.  It  speaks  of  her  be  added  by  the  church  to  its  the  Steens>  children  are  Webster 
dedication  and  loyalty  to  the  church :  Benevolence  Fund.  an(j  David  Steen 

“She  has  walked  in  the  sun,  the  wind,  Emma  and  Morris  Steen  were 

and  the  rain,  never  even  mentioning  members  of  First  Church,  Richland,  A  representative  of  the  Foundation 
if  the  walk  caused  her  pain,  to  teach  for  almost  50  years.  A  World  War  I  said  that  either  or  both  of  these  funds 
our  young  children  about  Jesus,  God’s  veteran,  he  was  a  deacon,  Sunday  can  be  added  to,  in  any  amount  at  any 
son,  and  even  now,  still,  her  work  is  School  director,  and  Church  Training  tiipe,  by  sending  a  check  to  the 
not  done.”  It  also  mentions  that  “once  director.  During  the  1950s,  he  was  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation, 
to  church  on  a  three-wheeler  she  Rankin  County  superintendent  of  (made  out  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
came!”  and  that  she  certainly  has  education;  he  also  had  taught  school.  Foundation)  stating  to  which  fund  the 
earned  a  “place  in  the  sun.”  Mrs.  Thompson  said  that  her  money  should  be  added 


HOME  MISSION  BOARD,  SBC 
ATTENTION:  CHURCH  LOANS  DIVISION 
1350  Spring  Street,  NW 
Atlanta,  GA  30367 

1-800-HMB-BOND  (462-2663) 


Please  send  a  copy  of  the  prospectus  for  the  Series  D  issue 
of  Home  Mission  Board  Church  Loan  Collateralized  Bonds. 


Address 


Can  we  really  pray  all  the  time? 


By  Sieve  Odom 

Acts  2*:3«;  Ephesians  3:14-21;  6:18-20 
Pray  all  the  time?  You’ve  got  to  be  kidding! 
Constant  prayer  is  the  vocation  of  monks  and 
nuns,  not  “regular"  people.  Well,  I  guess  it  all 
depends  on  how  we  look  at 
prayer.  For  some,  prayer  is 
a  specific  act  at  a  specific 
time  for  a  specific  concern. 
And  certainly  that  qualifies 
as  a  legitimate  form  of 
prayer  But  Paul  the  Apostle 
encouraged  his  readers  in  at 
least  two  places  in  the  New 
Testament  to  pray  all  the 
time.  In  Ephesians  6:18, 
"Paul  said  to  “Pray  at  all 
Odom  times  in  the  Spirit.”  In  I 
Thessalonians  5:17,  he  told  the  Thessalonian 
Christians  to  “pray  constantly” 

Is  Paul  saying  here  in  the  form  oHfyperbole, 
or  intended  exaggeration,  that  we  should  make 
prayer  a  priority  in  our  schedule  of  activities? 
Or,  is  he  saying  that  there  is  a  way  to  pray  all 
the  time?  For  Paul,  prayer  was  not  something 
that  is  at  our  disposal  for  when  we  need  it.  For 
Paul,  prayer  was  an  attitude  that  characteriz¬ 
ed  every  thought  and  action  in  our  lives. 


LIFE  AND  WORK 

There  is  a  pastor  in  France  by  the  name  of 
Michael  Quoist  who  has  written  a  book  entitl¬ 
ed  Prayers.  Quoist  has  said  that  the  goal  of  our 
prayer  life  is  that  all  of  life  become  a  prayer. 
Now,  Quoist  was  not  saying  that  we  drive  down 
the  street  in  our  cars  with  our  eyes  closed  in 
prayer,  nor  that  we  shop  at  the  grocery  store 
with  our  eyes  closed  in  prayer.  Both  could  be 
dangerous  and  counterproductive.  That  view  of 
prayer  is  one  limited  to  the  outward  activity  of 
prayer 

There  is,  however,  more  to  prayer  than  out¬ 
ward  postures.  There  is  also  an  inward  posture 
of  prayer,  a  posture  which  does  not  necessari¬ 
ly  require  the  closing  of  our  eyes.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  such  an  inward  posture  of  prayer  is  best 
when  our  eyes  are  wiae  open. 

Perhaps  this  inward  posture  of  prayer  is  what 
Paul  had  in  mind  when  he  said  to  pray  all  the 
time.  It  reflects  an  attitude  of  prayer  in  which 
we  are  constantly  aware  of  God’s  presence  in 
our  world  and  our  lives,  an  awareness  which 
allows  us  to  converse  with  God  anytime  and 
anywhere.  Such  an  attitude  means  that  we  will 


likely  have  to  view  our  world  in  a  different  way. 
We  will  have  to  see  it  as  a  place  where  God 
waits  for  us  to  recognize  and  acknowledge  his 

Eresence.  When  that  happens,  we  will  have 
egun  to  move  toward  the  goal  of  all  of  life 
becoming  a  prayer. 

This  inward  posture  of  prayer  will  enliven  the 
traditional  forms  of  prayer  for  us  and  allow  us 
to  express  ourselves  to  God  openly  and  freely 
in  the  course  of  everyday  life.  Whether  praise, 
thanksgiving,  confession,  intercession  and  peti¬ 
tion,  or  surrender,  every  dimension  of  prayer 
can  become  a  vital  force  in  forming  our  daily 
activities. 

Paul  had  a  habit  of  letting  the  churches  to 
whom  he  wrote  know  that  he  was  praying  for 
them.  There  was  probably  little  doubt  in  the 
minds  of  the  Ephesian  elders'  who  came  to 
Miletus  to  see  Paul  that  his  prayer  with  them 
would  be  a  constant  prayer  for  them  (Acts 
20:36).  We  only  need  turn  to  Paul’s  letter  to  the 
Ephesians  to  see  that  this  was  indeed  the  case. 
In  Ephesians  3:14,  Paul  used  the  phrase  “bow 
my  knees"  to  indicate  his  prayerful  concern  for 
the  Ephesian  Christians.  The  verb  “bow”  is  in 
the  present  tense  in  Greek  which  carries  the 
force  of  continuation. 

Paul  prayed  that  the  Ephesians  might  (1)  be 


strengthened  inwardly  (2)  be  grounded  in  love 
(3)  be  aware  of  the  expansive  love  of  Christ  (4) 
be  filled  with  the  fullness  of  God  in  Christ.  Could 
this  be  the  ultimate  prayer  of  intercession  for 
anyone?  What  more  could  anyone  need  in  any 
circumstance  than  inward  strength,  a  sense  of 
being  firmly  grounded,  an  awareness  of  God’s 
sustaining  love  and  the  knowledge  of  being  fill-* 
ed  with  the  fullness  of  God? 

Paul  wanted  the  Ephesian  Christians  to  pray 
constantly  for  all  the  saints  and  for  him  ( Ephe¬ 
sians  6:18-20).  What  was  it  he  wanted  them  to 
pray  on  behalf  of  the  saints  and  on  his  behalf? 
No  doubt  it  was  the  very  prayer  he  had  earlier 
prayed  for  them,  a  prayer  of  intercession  that 
would  be  welcomed  by  anyone  in  any 
circumstance. 

This  kind  of  prayer  does  not  set  anyone  up  for 
false  expectations  and  disappointment.  This 
kind  of  intercessory  prayer  is  the  height  of  trust 
in  God’s  providential  care  for  his  children.  It 
is  a  prayer  that  invites  trust  on  our  parts  and 
the  one  for  whom  we  pray.  It  is  the  kind  of 
prayer  that  recognizes  God’s  caring  presence 
in  all  of  life.  Can  we  really  pray  all  the  time? 
Yes,  we  can.  Yes,  we  must. 

Odom  is  pastor.  University  Church, 
Hattiesburg. 


God’s  promise  fulfilled;  rejoicing  in  God’s  greatness 


By  Robert  Earl  Shirley 
Luke  2:1-20 

The  birth  of  Jesus  Christ  is  not  simply  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  religious  faith  but  a  pivotal  moment  in 
world  history  as  well  Although  a  considerable 
amount  of  debate  and  uncertainty  has  revolv¬ 
ed  around  the  exact  date,  it  is  established  as 
having  been,  as  the  Bible 
records,  during  the  reign  of 
Caesar  Augustus.  The  words 
of  Luke  in  the  beginning  of 
this  chapter  were  not  given 
to  pinpoint  the  date  but  to 
explain  why  Jesus  came  to 
be  born  in  Judea  rather  than 
in  Galilee. 

On  the  occasion  of  one  of 
the  censuses  that  were  taken 
Shirley  at  intervals  for  the  purpose 
of  taxation,  both  Joseph  and  Mary,  now  his  wife, 
being  of  the  family  of  David,  made  the  long 
tiresome  trip  to  the  town  of  Bethlehem  in¬ 
compliance.  Each  person  was  probably  re¬ 
quired  to  go  to  “his  own  citv”  for  it  was  there 
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where  the  family  registry  of  property  holdings 
and  the  like  were  kept. 

The  huge  crowds  that  were  there  for  the  cen¬ 
sus  would  have  caused  lodging  to  be  at  a 
premium  That,  and  possibly  Mary's  need  for 
privacy  in  her  condition,  had  resulted  in  their 
being  quartered  in  a  stable.  The  fact  that  it  was 
there  in  the  night  that  Jesus  was  born  has  a 
significance  that  should  not  be  over  looked. 
Throughout  the  ages,  mankind  has  put  too 
much  stress  on  material  things,  and  one  would 
have  expected  this  birth  to  have  taken  place  in 
a  mansion.  Instead,  his  lowly  birth  teaches  us 
lhat  greatness  is  not  something  one  has  but. 
rather,  what  one  is.  Born  in  a  stable,  heralded 
as  a  king  on  a  borrowed  donkey,  crucified  in 
poverty  on  a  cross  as  a  criminal,  Jesus  was,  and 
is  still,  the  Son  of  God,  the  Savior  of  the  world. 

Verification  of  this  truth  is  seen  in  the  an¬ 
nouncement  of  his  birth  by  an  angel  to 
shepherds  keeping  watch  over  their  flock  in  the 


fields.  This  was  followed  by  a  choir  of  heaven¬ 
ly  host  praising  God.  These  men  were  simple 
people  who  worked  each  day  for  a  living.  They 
were  unschooled  in  the  theology  of  the  time,  but 
they  shared  with  all  people  of  all  generations 
the  need  for  a  Savior.  One  can  understand  their 
fears.  They  had  been  shared  by  both  Zacharias 
and  Mary  at  an  earlier  date  Merely  to  con¬ 
template  the  very  existence  of  God  is  an 
awesome  thing.  Tb  realize  that  one  is  actually 
in  his  presence  and  that  he  is  giving  direction 
to  one’s  life  is  an  overwhelming  realization. 

Christ  came  into  the  world  for  all  people  — 
the  rich,  the  poor,  the  mighty,  the  lowly. 
Whoever  we  are,  we  can  rejoice  in  the  fact  that 
we  are  loved.  God  loves  us.  Each  of  us.  The  still 
small  voice  of  God  speaks  to  every  individual 
the  message  that  the  angel  of  God  spoke  to  lone¬ 
ly  men  at  work  in  the  fields. 

There  are  strong  differences  of  opinion  con¬ 
cerning  whether  one  of  these  verses  should  be 
translated  “  good  will  among  men”  or  “to  men 
of  good  will."  One  thing  is  obvious,  though.  Real 
peace  for  any  person  in  any  age  is  to  be  found 


only  in  Christ,  but  that  peace  is  available  to  all 
who  will  receive  it.  The  angels  gave  a  sign  that 
would  identify  Jesus  as  the  child  w'hose  birth 
they  were  announcing.  The  shepherds  would 
find  a  babe  wrapped  in  swaddling  clothes  ly¬ 
ing  in  a  manger.  It  was  a  strange  sign  when  we 
consider  the  splendor  of  the  announcement 
itself.  The  two  taken  together  serve  to  remind 
us  that  this  was  truly  the  divine  Christ  Enter¬ 
ing  the  world  in  human  form  to  accomplish 
atonement  for  the  sins  of  men  everywhere. 

As  would  be  expected,  the  shepherds  hasten¬ 
ed  to  see  this  thing  that  had  come  to  pass  and 
recounted  over  and  over  in  Bethlehem  all  that 
they  had  seen  and  heard  in  the  fields.  Any  per¬ 
sonal  experience  with  Christ  is  a  moving  one, 
and  for  the  Christian  to  witness  to  his  faith  to 
others  is  a  normal  reaction.  As  we  present  day 
Christians  remember  what  Christ  has  done  in 
our  lives,  his  love  will  compel  us  to  witness  per¬ 
sonally  to  those  around  us  and,  through  our  mis¬ 
sion  program,  to  the  whole  world 

Shirley  is  pastor  emeritus.  Parkway,  Tupelo. 


The  tabernacle  is  completed;  God’s  presence  fills  it 


tfi 


By  Frank  H.  Thomas  Jr. 

Exodus  35:1-40  ;  38 

The  book  of  Exodus  comes  to  a  conclusion 
w  ith  the  fulfilment  of  all  the  instructions  about 
th^tabernacle,  altars,  sacrifices,  and 
>  priesthood.  Because  we  do 
not  live  in  a  day  and  time 
when  these  elaborate  prep¬ 
arations  for  worship  are  nor¬ 
mally  taken,  we  may  fail  to 
grasp  the  significance  of  the 
seriousness  with  which  the 
people  carried  out  these 
instructions. 

Because  of  the  faithful- 
ness  of  the  people  to  carry 
Thomas  out  these  instructions,  God 
was  pleased  with  them  and  sent  his  presence 
to  dwell  in  the  tabernacle  as  he  dwelt  with  the 
people.  The  scriptures  deal  with  the  actual 
building  of  the  tabernacle  and  the  laborers  and 
the  craftsmen  who  were  enlisted  for  the  task. 
There  was  a  call  for  offerings  to  be  made  of 
materials  which  could  be  used  in  the  building 
and  in  the  preparation. 

The  scripture  goes  into  great  detail  to, 
describe  the  making  of  the  curtains  which 
separate  the  different  rooms  of  the  tabernacle, 
j<  ining  the  curtains  for  the  tabernacle,  making 
the  tent  for  covering  the  tabernacle,  construct¬ 
ing  the  frames  for  the  tabernacle,  the  support¬ 
ing  bars,  the  veil  and  the  screen,  and  equipment 
for  the  tabernacle.  All  of  these  were  done 
precisely  according  to  the  instructions  which 
fidd  been  given  by  the  Lord  through  Moses.  The 
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people  were  faithful  in  carrying  out  these 
instructions. 

The  equipment  for  the  tabernacle  was 
described  as  the  ark,  the  table  for  the  presence 
bread,  the  lamp  stand,  the  altar  of  incense,  the 
anointing  oil  and  the  incense,  the  bronze  altar 
of  burnt  offering,  the  laver  of  bronze,  and  the 
tabernacle  court.  All  of  these  were  prepared  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  instructions  of  the  Lord  through 
Moses.  We  could  only  begin  to  compare  these 
instructions  to  those  instructions  carried  out  in 
the  building  of  an  elaborate  sanctuary  with  its 
appointments  and  equipment  placed  properly 
for  the  worship  of  God.  Sometimes  we  do  not 
give  that  much  attention  to  worship  and  to  the 
accomplishments  of  worship.  We  correctly 
focus  upon  the  evangelistic  task  in  proclaiming 
the  word  of  God.  But  perhaps  we  also  need  to 
give  attention  to  God’s  holiness  and  to  our  wor¬ 
ship  of  him  lest  we  fall  into  a  slipshod  worship 
which  fails  to  worship  God  first  and  foremost. 

A  summary  of  the  offerings  and  work  on  the 
tabernacle  is  given  in  chapter  38.  The  work  of 
the  tabernacle  included  a  three  fold  division  of 
leadership:  Moses  who  gave  the  command¬ 
ment  of  the  Lord  and  who  communicated  the 
instructions;  Ithamar.  son  of  Aaron,  under 
whom  the  Levites  served:  and  Bezalel  and  his 
associate,  Oholiab,  who  actually  did  work  in 
building  the  tabernacle. 


The  theology  which  underlay  the  building  of 
the  tabernacle  was  just  as  important  as  the 
building  itself.  The  tabernacle  or  tent  of 
meeting  was  probably  very  primitive  at  first 
and  gained  in  sophistication  as  time  went  on. 
Just  so  the  priests  and  the  priestly  vestments 
and  ornaments  gained  in  sophistication  and  in 
complication  as  time  went  on.  Chapter  39  gives 
detailed  instruction  about  the  priestly  dress: 
These  included  the  ephod,  the  breast  piece  of 
judgment,  the  robe  of  the  ephod,  garments  for 
the  sons  of  Aaron,  and  the  gold  talisman.  All 
of  these  assumed  great  importance  over  time 
for  the  priest  as  a  leader  of  worship. 

The  erection  of  the  tabernacle  or  tent  of 
meeting  was  done  to  provide  a  place  where  the 
people  could  meet  God  at  that  point  of  their  so¬ 
journ.  In  no  way  was  the  tabernacle  considered 
to  be  a  permanent  building.  Rather  it  was  a 
temporary  building  which  could  be  taken  down 
and  carried  with  a  tribe  or  group  or  people  to 
its  next  location.  It  would  then  be  re-assembled, 
and  the  people  would  meet  God  at  that  place 

In  later  times  after  the  settlement  of  Israel 
in  the  Promised  Land,  the  people  erected  a  per¬ 
manent  temple  in  which  they  worshipped  God. 
Their  theology  of  God  changed  from  that  of  a 
tabernacling  presence  to  that  of  a  static  deity 
whose  presence  was  located  in  the  temple  in 
Jerusalem.  The  beauty  of  the  symbol  of  the 
tabernacle  was  that  it  emphasized  a  dynamic 
God  who  went  with  his  people  from  place  to 
place.  So  we  today  make  a  choice  between  our 
concept  of  God  —  either  as  a  tabernacling 
presence  who  goes  with  us  wherever  we  are  or 


a  permanent  presence  in  a  permanent  building 
or  location.  The  God  of  the  Bible  is  and  always 
has  been  a  tabernacling  presence  with  his  peo¬ 
ple.  Our  relationship  with  the  Lord  is  most 
significant  when  we  view  him  and  serve  him 
as  a  tabernacling  presence  who  is  with  us  at 
all  times. 

The  conclusion  of  the  book  refers  to  the  cloud 
which  filled  the  tabernacle.  This  cloud  was  the 
glory  of  God,  whose  presence  in  the  tabernacle 
forbade  any  movement  on  the  part  of  the  tribe. 
Only  when  the  cloud  was  lifted  out  of  the  taber¬ 
nacle  and  above  it  were  the  people  able  to  move 
again  on  the  next  leg  of  their  journey.  The  scrip¬ 
ture  tells  us  that  this  presence  of  God  was  view¬ 
ed  in  the  cloud  by  day  and  the  fire  by  night.  The 
cloud  may  have  been  a  reference  to  the  incense 
which  was  burned  in  the  tabernacle  during  the 
day  and  the  fire  which  burned  in  the  tabernacle 
by  night.  Both  of  these  were  symbols  o^he 
Lord’s  presence  and  of  his  guidance.  ^ 

Even  today  we  would  do  well  to  remember 
that  it  is  the  presence  of  God  which  we  seek  in 
our  worship.  We  do  not  limit  God’s  presence  to 
one  sanctified  or  holy  place,  but  we  look  to  him 
as  a  tabernacling  presence,  seeking  his  presence 
with  us  wherever  we  happen  to  be.  Even  though 
we  may  be  a  settled,  permanent  people  today, 
we  as  God’s  people  are  always  on  the  move  do¬ 
ing  something,  growing,  or  going  somewhere. 
Whatever  our  journey  or  whatever  our 
pilgrimage  in  life,  let  us  take  the  tabernacling 
presence  of  God  with  us  and  meet  him  in  wor¬ 
ship  wherever  we  happen  to  be. 

Thomas  is  pastor.  Alta  Woods.  Jackson. 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  the  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of 
Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature  is  hope¬ 
fully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  and  have 
been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

MEMORIALS  Mr.  James  Jeansonne  Lucille  (sister  o I  Mrs.  T.  H. 

Maw  O  1QOO  _  Mr  &  Mrs.  Robert  Payne  Wall) 

U  *  q  1QQQ  Willing  Workers  Sunday  Mr  &  Mrs.  H.  Walter  Rehling 

10,  1%J00  School,  Liberty  Mrs.  Mable  Major 


Mr.  Oglan  (Billy)  Hambrick 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Charles  G.  Bevil 
Carol  &  Ron  Melton 
Charla  &  Stan  Sipes 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Marvin  Clark 
Carroll  County  Extension 
Homemakers 
Mr.  Frank  Hammond 
Miss  Frances  Pettyjohn 
Mr.  Bill  Handley 
Mr  4  Mrs.  James  M. 
Brannon 

Mrs.  Ford  Harrelson 
Mr  4  Mrs  Daniel  Lee  & 
Family 

Dr.  Don  Harris 
Mr  4  Mrs  R.  S.  Parker 
Tbxey  Steadman  Hart 
Otto  &  Pat  Wolf 
Mrs.  Beatrice  Hendrix 
Mrs.  Irene  Loftus 
Glen  Holbrook 
Mr  &  Mrs  Richard  "Dick" 
McAlister 

Mr.  Yewell  Hailey  James 
Mr  &  Mrs  W  A  Cleveland 
Mr  &  Mrs  Lamar  Sansing 
Ms  Frances  Adams 
Mrs  Wilma  D  James 
Ms  Frances  Adams 
Mrs.  Hessie  Dedeaux 
Mr  &  Mrs  Marion  C.  Long 
Sr  Citizens  “New  Hopers", 
New  Hope  BC 
Board  of  Trustees,  Adm,  & 
Staff.  Memorial  Hospital. 
Gulfport 

Mr  4  Mrs.  Harry  Bowman 
Mr  &  Mrs  Griffin  Bland  & 
Family 

Mr  &  Mrs  D.  D  Farmer  Sr 
Mary  &  Lindbergh  Slade 
Mr  &  Mrs  W.  C  Russell 
Miss  Zadeen  Walton 
Mrs  Lucille  B  Hendry 
Mr  W  P  Evans 


Mr.  James  Jeansonne 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Robert  Payne 
Willing  Workers  Sunday 
School,  Liberty 
Mr.  Alfred  Jenkins 
Ida  Sylvia  Bear 
Sadye  Hart 

Mr.  James  Fred  Johnston 
Mr  4  Mrs.  M.  E  Daves 
Mrs.  Ruby  Johnson 
Mrs.  May  Bragan 
Mr.  Walter  J.  Johnston,  Jr. 

Mr  &  Mrs.  R.  S.  Parker 
Mr.  J.  Wilson  Jones 
Mrs.  Eunice  S.  Kennedy 
Faith  Sunday  School,  North 
Greenwood  BC 
Mrs  Nancy  Shelton 
Mr  &  Mrs  Harold  S.  Smith 
Mrs.  Dave  Jones 
Mrs  Vera  B  Nunnery 

Prentiss  Jordan 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Frank  Ainsworth 
Mr.  Paul  Joubert 
Mr  4  Mrs.  1bm  Rice 
Marvin  H.  Keen 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Billy  Armstrong 

Mrs.  Oma  Kent 
Mrs.  Ruth  Valentine 
Brown  Knight 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Floyd  Malone 
Mrs.  Luther  Kuykendall 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  D.  C.  Scott 

Robert  Kyle 

Fred  &  Sylvia  Kyle 
Dr.  C.  F.  Lacey 
Mr  4  Mrs  Cayce  Ellard 
Mrs.  Irene  Lancaster 
Jasper  County  WMU 

Wilma  Lane 
J  R  Mclnnis  Family 
Helen  Lingle 

Mr  &  Mrs  Robert  L  Kemp 
Mr.  Harold  Little 
Mr  &  Mrs  Roy  L.  Webb 

L.  V.  long  _ 

Mr  4  Mrs  Randy  Johnson 
Mr  4  Mrs  Travis  Johnson 


Note  —  1989 
Change  of  Address 

The  attention  of  every  Village 
friend  is  invited  to  the  fact  that  our 
mailing  address  will  change,  effec¬ 
tive  January  1,  1989.  Any  mail 
dispatched  to  this  agency,  or  its 
residents,  which  will  be  delivered 
after  December  31,  1988,  should  be 
addressed  as  follows: 

The  Baptist  Children’s  Village 
P.  O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  Mississippi  39060-0027 
The  change  of  address  is  effected 
in  order  to  use  a  postal  station  which 
is  about  6  miles  nearer  to  our  cen¬ 
tral  offices,  thus  conserving  time  and 
vehicle  costs. 

t 

Remember:  We  will  continue  to  use 
our  current  Jackson  mailing  address 
throughout  the  remainder  of  calendar 
year  1988. 


Lucille  (sister  of  Mrs.  T.  H. 
Wall) 

Mr  &  Mrs.  H.  Walter  Rehling 
Mrs.  Mable  Major 
Mrs.  Lillian  Collins 
Mr.  J.  L.  Martin 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Herbert  Miller  Jr. 
Mrs.  Judson  Johnson 
Mrs.  Hattie  Mary  Massey 
Mrs.  Suzette  Womack 
Mr.  Elby  Matthews 
Mr.  &  Mrs  R.  F.,  Green 
Mrs.  Evelyn  B.  Scott 
Mr.  L.  M.  McClure 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Gary  Oswalt 
Mrs.  Pearl  Eaves  McCool 
Mr.  Carlton  Corley 
Mr.  Louis  McCraw 
Mrs  H  B  Whatley 
Mrs.  T.  M.  Hederman  Jr. 

Pete  McCraw 
Mr  4  Mrs  John  Tillis  Hill 
Mrs  Beulah  Smith 
Mr.  Joe  H.  McCully 
Miss  Jeffie  M  Davis 
Mrs  Margaret  C.  Ellis 
Paul  4  Marilyn  Ellis 
Steve  &  Jean  Ellis 
Mrs.  Catherine  Garner 
Miss  Nona  Majure 
Mr  &  Mrs  J  L  Knight 
Mrs.  Mary  F.  McNeese 
Mr  Colon  Mc.Nease 
Mrs.  Lem  Pittman 
J.  T.  Merrell 

Mr  &  Mrs.  Charles  Berch 
Miss  Maggie  Newell 
Mrs  Fern  L.  Richardson 
Deltres  P.  Moore 
Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Bill  Morgan 
The  Lamar  Kimbrough 
Family 

Mrs.  Gladys  Morgan 
Mr  &  Mrs  Joe  Coker 
Mrs.  Annie  lx>is  Harvey  Morris 
Mr  &  Mrs  George  Gatewood 
Mrs.  Doris  Morton 
Mr  &  Mrs  Wayne  McClain 
Mrs.  Adams 
Mr  &  Mrs  Tbm  Rice 
Miss  Maggie  Newell 
Mrs.  Fern  L.  Richardson 
Mrs.  Frank  (Charlene)  Nored 
Mr  &  Mrs  Harry  C  Hall 
Mr  &  Mrs  Pete  Walker 
Mrs.  J.  Noel  (Marie  Brichetto) 
Nutt 

Mr  &  Mrs  J  M  Tidwell 
Mr  &  Mrs  David 
Falkenheiner 

Mr  &  Mrs  Thomas  B  Henry 
Mr  &  Mrs  Leon  Henry 
Mrs.  Cleo  (Lois  R.)  O’Quin 
Mrs  Harris  D.  Jones 
Mr  4  Mrs  Joe  Young 
Mr  4  Mrs  Troy  L.  Reese  Sr 
Mr  4  Mrs  Jacky  Henry  4 
Misti 

Mr  4  Mrs  Wasson  Henry 
Mrs  Cleveland  Whitten 
Joan  Simpson  Oglesby 
Mr  4  Mrs  Ernest  A.  Currey 
Jr 

Mr.  T.  A.  Park 
Mr  4  Mrs  Larry  Bonds 
Van  Vleet  Baptist  Church 
Robert  ( Bobby )  Payne.  Jr. 

Mr  4  Mrs  Marion  Sorrels 
Mrs.  Edna  Perryman 
Eleanor.  Don.  Sara  4  John 
Whitmire 

Mr.  Charles  Pinson 
Mr  4  Mrs  Roy  Mitchell 
Mr.  Joe  Pipkin 
Mrs  W  C.  Sandusky 
Miss  Ethel  Pittman 
Keen  Agers.  FBC.  Indianola 
Mrs.  Virgnia  Van  Cleve 
Mrs.  Eva  S.  Porter 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Leo  Leake 


THANKS  FOR 
REMEMBERING 

THE  CHILDREN 
AT  THE  VILLAGE 

CHRISTMAS  —  1988 


When  multiple  appeals  for  financial  help  tug  at  your  heartstrings  and 
checkbooks, 

“MISSISSIPPI’S  LARGEST  FAMILY” 

The  Baptist  Children’s  Village 

IS  GLAD  TO  BE  A  RECIPIENT  OF  EXPRESSED  LOVE  VIA  YOUR  GIFT. 


If  your  good  intentions  have  yet  to  be  translated  into  action, 
YOU  STILL  HAVE  TIME  TO  SEND  A  CASH  GIFT 

*  To  provide  appropriate  CHRISTMAS  GIFTS  for 
the  children 

*  To  help  with  the  ANNUAL  food  and  milk  needs. 

If  receipts  exceed  Christmas  and  food  requirements,  any  excess  will  be  allocated  to  general  needs. 

SEND  YOUR  GENEROUS  CHECK  TODAY  TO: 

The  Baptist  Children’s  Village 
Paul  Nunnery,  Executive  Director 
P.  O.  Box  11308 
Jackson,  MS  39283-1308 

Telephone:  (601)  922-2242 

Licensed  by  Accredited  by 

State  of  Mississippi  National  Association  of  Homes  for  Children 


Mr.  Clark  Pounces 
Mr  4  Mrs.  C.  B  Sledge 
Mr.  David  E.  Powell 
Mr  4  Mrs  Ernest  L  Barlow 
Mr  4  Mrs  Lewyl  Cockerham 
Mr  4  Mrs  Lee  R  Ard 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  T.  S.  Pugh 
Mr  4  Mrs.  George  Chadwick 
Louie  P.  Quin 
Mr  4  Mrs  Leo  Leake 
Mrs.  Charles  Rankin.  Sr. 

Mr  4  Mrs  E.  L  Patterson 
Mrs.  Madie  Raper 
Mr  4  Mrs  M  E  Daves 
Mrs.  M.  D.  Reagan 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Noah  M  Mills 
Mrs.  Mack  R.  (Bonnie  Jean) 
Rea 

Dr  4  Mrs  William  Martin 
Wood 

Lucille  Reeves 
Mrs  Frank  Rogers 
Mr.  Carlton  Register 
Ms.  Louise  Anderson 
Mr  4  Mrs  Dolan  Fleming 
Mr  4  Mrs  A  W  Lang  Jr 
Mr.  William  R.  Renfrew 
Mrs  Lucille  Hooks 

Rev.  Ellis  D.  Richardson 
Mr  Ira  Lee  Kirkpatrick  Jr 
Mrs  Thelma  Jennings 
Mr  4  Mrs  Bill  Triplett  4 
Patricia 

Mr  4  Mrs  W  B  Holman 

Ms.  Bertha  Mae  Robertson 
First  Baptist  Church. 
Hazlehurst 


Marshall  Rogers 
Mr  4  Mrs  Billy  B  Rawls 
Mrs.  Barbara  Ann  Rozzrll 
Mr  4  Mrs  J.  A  Wells 
Mr.  4  Mrs  James  Graves 
Mr  Fred  Robu^on 
Mrs.  Melanie  Sanders 
Mr  4  Mrs.  John  E  Pritchett 
Mrs.  Ava  Sandling 
Mr  4  Mrs  James  C  Evans 
Mr.  Jimmy  Sanford 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Joe  Coker 
John  E.  Sherrod.  Sr. 

Mr  4  Mrs  James  S  Pilgrim 
Delbert  Shivel 
Ms.  Mamie  K  Welch 
Mrs.  Anna  Laura  Shivers 
J  R  Mclnnis  Fhmily 
Mr  4  Mrs  Roy  L  Webb 
Mr  4  Mrs  E  N  Lane 
Mr  4  Mrs  Charles  D  Little 
Mr  Laney  A  Berry 
loved  One  of  Mr.  4  Mrs. 

*  Woody  Simpson 
Mr  4  Mrs  Delane  Andrews 
4  Family 
Leona  Smith 
Mrs  Robert  D  Hart  4 
Family 

Martha  Bryant  Smith 
Mrs  Jean  Prather 
Mr.  John  Spinosa 
Mr  4  Mrs  Tbm  Rice 
Thelma  Spivey 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Henry  A. 
McCormick 
Amy  Sprayberry 
Mr  George  Sprayberry 


Mrs.  Mildred  Slancel 
Mr  4  Mrs  Ralph  Carroll 
Mr  Lawrence  Stephens 
Mrs  Pearl  H.  Calhoun 
Dr.  Roland  Stevens 
Ms  Barbara  Bardwell 
Mr  4  Mrs  C  B  Sledge 
Mr  4  Mrs  James  V 
Whitaker  Jr 

Mrs.  Jesse  Strider  h  Daisy 
Krown 

Mr  4  Mrs  J  L  McGregor 
Mrs.  Iona  Ray  Strider 
Mr  4  Mrs  Tbrry  Champion 
4  Wendy 
Delilah  Thy  lor 
Mrs  Barbara  Barnes 
William  Earl  Taylor 
Mrs  Callie  D  Tbylor 
Flora  Thomas 
WML .  Ocobla  BC. 
Philadelphia 

Mr  Steve  Thompson 
Mr  4  Mrs  Delane  Andrews 
4  Family 
Mr  Nril  Toler 
Rebecca  4  David  Falvev 
Alleen  M.  Travlor 
Mr  E.  C  Traylor 
Mrs.  Emma  Trewolla 
Mr  4  Mrs  Fred  Burke 
Mrs  J  L  Shelton 
Rev.  Warren  W.  Tynrs 
Mr  4  Mrs  Hiram  B 
Stanford 

Pearl  River  Farmer's 
Cooperative 


Mrs.  George  I  Id  a  A.)  Varnado. 

Sr. 

Dr  4  Mrs  Harry  Frye 
Mr  4  Mrs  W  J  Simmons  Jr 
Mrs  Emily  Thompson 
Mrs  Hilton  Varnado 
Mary  \  i/ina 

Mr  4  Mrs  Carl  F  Thornton 
Eric  Wade 

Mr  4  Mrs  Joe  Coker 
Mr  Jack  Walker 
Mr  4  Mrs  Paul  D  Allen 
Mrs.  Carrie  R  Walker 
Mrs  Dorothy  W  Shaw 
Mr  Grady  McLaunn 
Winnie  Bell  Wall 
Mrs  Robert  D  Hart  4 
*■  Family 

Curtis  Warbington 
Mr  4  Mrs  Edward  L 
Crocker 

.Miss  Francis  Weeks 
Mrs.  Cecil  C.  Shadrach 
Mrs.  Dan  Wells.  Sr. 

Special  Education 

Department.  Franklin 
County  Schools 
Willie  Bell  W  iggins 
Mr  4  Mrs  Floyd  Malone 
Boyce  A.  Wilkinson.  Sr. 

Mrs  Roma  Cox 
Mrs.  J.  E.  Williams.  Sr. 

Mr  4  Mrs  Fred  Powers 
Mr.  L.  E.  Williams 
Mrs  L  E  Williams 
Mrs  Mary  Maude  Williams 
Mrs  Rene  Speed 
Mrs  t^velle  Holloway 


Baptists  sense  despair  among  Palestinians 


around  Arab  neighborhoods  after  the  and  that  ’s  in  a  camp  of  6,000  to  7,000  together.”  gunshot  wound  to  the  head.  He  also 

new  Palestinian  state  was  declared  people.”  Opportunities  for  ministry  abound,  talked  with  an  Arab  friend  who  had 

Nov.  15  during  a  meeting  of  the  People  are  frightened.  Peach  said,  but  at  times  Peach  cannot  reach  peo-,  just  learned  he  faced  deportation  bv 

ation’s  Palestinians  continually  face  the  pie  in  need  because  of  military  Israeli  authorities. 

possibility  of  detention,  imprison-  restrictions  isolating  their  Hicks  returned  home  in  tears  “It 
ment  beatings  or  damage  to  proper-  neighborhoods.  was  just  too  much.  It  broke  my  heart  ” 

ty  as  the  Israeli  Army  strives  to  con-  Hicks  told  of  joining  a  Muslim  fami-  he  said.  He  believes  he  would  fall  in- 
trol  the  inUfada  ly  at  the  hospital  bedside  of  their  son,  to  ongoing  despair  “if  I  didn’t  have  my 

”rged  Christians  in  the  who  had  been  hit  by  a  fragmenting-  faith,  my  hope  in  the  Lord  Jesus  and 
United  States  to  exercise  care  in  their  style  bullet  that  perforated  his  in-  a  loving  family  that  prays  for  these 
opinions  about  the  Arab-Jewish  strife,  testines  and  lower  abdomen  in  18  situations  and  encourages  me  I  don’t 
“It  s  so  easy  for  us  as  Westerners  to  places.  know  how  these  people  make  it  ” 

get  only  one  side  of  a  situation  and  The  16-year-old  was  not  expected  to  Beyond  the  battles  between  stone- 
then  draw  conclusions,  whether  it’s  live  beyond  24  hours,  but  he  survived  throwing  young  Palestinians  and 
the  Arab  perspective  or  the  Jewish  three  operations.  Hicks  gave  the  youth  Israeli  troops,  Peach  pointed  to  the 
perspective,  he  said.  Christians,  he  a  New  Testament  for  his  birthday  a  deeper  “spiritual  warfare”  in  the  land 
emphasized,  are  called  to  be  few  months  later.  In  a  subsequent  involving  Jews,  Muslims  and 
Hicks  peacemakers  and  reconcilers,  “and  visit,  the  father  said  he  had  been  Christians. 

we  cannot  do  that  with  a  one-sided  reading  it  to  his  son  each  evening  and  They  also  fear  the  rise  in  religious 
perspective”  they  already  had  covered  more  than  fervency  among  the  Muslim  majori- 

e  asked  Christians  to  at  least  try  half  its  pages.  ty.  Many  Christians  are  leaving  the 

to  find  out  how  the  other  side  feels.  The  day  Hicks  first  visited  that  country  at  “any  opportunity  they  can 
how  they  re  hurting.  Then  we  can  be  family  in  the  hospital,  he  stood  with  get.”  The  atmosphere,  he  said  “af- 
reconcilers  and  perhaps  be  a  part  of  another  family  at  the  bedside  of  their  fects  everything.” 
the  process  of  bringing  the  two  14-year-old  son,  who  was  dying  of  a  Art  Toalston  writes  for  FMB 


among  Palestinians  on  the  West  Bank,  450-member  Palestine  National  Coun-  possibility  of  detention" 
said  two  Southern  Baptists  who  cil  in  Algiers,  Algeria.  Some  1.5 
minister  in  Arab  communities  within  million  Palestinians  live  in  the  Israeli- 
Israel  and  the  occupied  territories,  occupied  West  Bank  and  Gaza  Strip. 

"People  are  hopeless,  depressed,  Both  Baptist  workers  recounted 
hurting.  They’re  looking  for  some  sign  hardships  their  Palestinian  friends 
of  hope,  for  friends,  for  love,  and  they  and  acquaintances  have  weathered 
just  don’t  know  where  to  look,”  said  during  the  “intifada,”  the  Palestinian 
Ray  Hicks,  a  Southern  Baptist  uprising  against  Israeli  rule.  More 
representative  in  Israel.  Hicks  lives  in  than  310  Palestinians  and  11  Israelis 
a  former  Jordanian  village  that  was  have  been  killed  in  the  conflict,  which 
annexed  to  Jerusalem  after  the  Six-  has  lasted  more  than  a  year 
Day  War  of  1967 

"My  barber’s  son  was  shot,”  I"  ' 

Jarrell  Peach,  another  Southern  said.  The  gas  station  man’s  son  was 
Baptist  representative  in  Israel,  said  shot." 

he  senses  a  wait-and-see  attitude  Hicks,  who  often  visits  a  Palestinian 
among  Palestinians  in  East  refugee  camp  near  Bethlehem,  add- 
Jerusalem,  where  he  lives  and  works,  ed  that  nearly  “every  familv  in  the 

Peach  said  the  Israeli  Army  inten-  camp  has  had  a  family  member 
sified  security  measures  in  and  either  wounded,  killed,  or  arrested, 


Staff  changes 


Kenneth  Briggs  has  joined  the  staff  1  jPllTll  ■  V  ITl  T1  Q  1  O’ 
of  Harmony  Church,  New  Albany,  as  ^ ^  -1_  ▼  lllvll  OXXXyiL 

minister  of  youth  He  is  a  graduate  of  _  * 

fEast  Union  High 

School.  Northeast  _  ,  „ 

Jr.  College  and  is  a  Bv  Lounette  Templeton 

senior  at  Blue  BEIJING,  China  (BP)  —  TheCen-  and  directed  by  Southern  Baptist 
Mountain  major-  turymen,  Southern  Baptists’  best-  composer-conductor  Buryi  Red,  the 
ing  in  biblical  known  male  choir,  performed  Nov.  14  Centurymen  performed  both 
studies.  Briggs  on  national  television  in  China.  American  and  Chinese  music  for  the 
was  licensed  to  the  The  prime-time,  hour-long  program  television  production 
ministry  by  his  called  "Musical  Bridges,”  produced  The  choir  also  premiered  a  work 
home  church.  Ellis-  by  Chinese  Central  Television,  was  composed  especially  for  the  program 
town,  in  February  one  of  the  highlights  of  the  group’s  by  Peng  Xiuwen,  director  of  the 
K  ■  of  this  year.  He  19-day  concert  tour  The  Chinese  net  ‘ 

****  assumed  his  re-  work  invited  the  choir  to  China, 

spohsibilitv  Dec.  4.  Robert  L.  Daniel  Accompanied  by  the  Chines* 
is  pastor.  Broadcasting  Traditional  Orchestra 


F  reedom  Church,  Laurel,  has  call¬ 
ed  a  pastor.  Tracy  Hipps.  Hipps.  a 
native  of  Macon.  Ga.,  served  four 
years  in  the  Air 
|  Force.  Heat  tended 

'  Fas;  Mississippi 
Jr  '  Junior  College  and 

I  B  plans  to  continue 

*  education  He  has 

L  County  associa- 

K  ”  ’J&JjMi  tional  Brotherhood 
■I  mtmiwmi  director.  an(*  as 
Hipps  of  Enon 

Church,  Clay 
Countv. 


■  hinese  orchestra  sign  language  for  good  measure. 

The'orc hPSTTa  was  superb,  of  the  Public  evangelism  is  restricted  in 
highest  standard,  said  choir  member  China,  but  the  choir  members  found 
Tom  Smith  of  South  Carolina.  Ken-  other  opportunities  to  talk  about  the 
tuckian  Doyle  Searcy  was  pleased  gospel 

that  songs  with  Christian  themes  were  Doyal  Spence  of  Virginia  befriend- 
allowed  Five  years  ago  when  we  ed  a  young  Chinese  man  who  was  on 
came,  it  would  have  been  impossible  his  way  home  from  a  U.S.  business 
for  us  to  sing  Amazing  Grace  in  trip  During  the  16-hour  flight  to  Beij- 
(hina,  let  alone  on  Chinese  TV.’  he  ing,  they  discussed  a  wide  range  of 
sa‘d CePturymen  perform-  topics,  including  religion.  A  week 
^  ‘ima  1983.  later,  after  a  concert,  the  young  man 

•  They  could  have  chosen  any  came  to  tell  Spence  he  had  decided  to 
number  of  choral  groups,  but  they  become  a  Christian, 
chose  us,  a  Christian  group,”  added 
choir  member  Dennis  Mclntire  of 
Mississippi. 

The  purpose  of  the  tour  was 
twofold:  for  cultural  exchange  with 
China’s  musical  community  and  to  en¬ 
courage  the  Chinese  Christian  com¬ 
munity,  Jimmy  Allen,  RTVC  presi¬ 
dent,  said.  Ninety-eight  of  the  choir’s 
145  members  went  to  China  on  the 
tour. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Radio  and 
Television  Commission,  a  documen¬ 
tary  on  the  Centurymen’s  tour  of 
China  is  scheduled  to  air  on  ABC 
television  March  5.  Broadcast  time  is 
to  be  announced. 

Southern  Baptists'  Cooperative  Ser¬ 
vices  International  organization, 
which  serves  countries  where  mis¬ 
sionaries  do  not  reside,  helped 
schedule  Centurymen  concerts  in 
Shanghai,  Nanjing,  and  in  several 
churches. 

Said  Texan  Lowell  Rollins,  “When 
we  sang  ‘God  Be  With  You,’  and  the 
people  joined  in,  it  was  so  touching, 

I  couldn’t  sing.” 

Tbm  Lynn  of  Florida  said:  “The 
church  in  its  purest  form  must  be  in 
China  ....  Obviously,  a  revival  is  go¬ 
ing  on.” 

The  Centurymen  did  not  limit  their 
singing  to  scheduled  engagements. 

They  broke  into  song  at  schools,  fac¬ 
tories,  hotels,  restaurants,  parks, 
department  stores,  train  stations,  and 
airports. 

The  choir  gave  one  impromptu  con¬ 
cert  at  a  high  school  under  a  welcome 


Christmas  traditions 


Each  window  lighted  by  a  dim  candle 
With  a  wreath  out  on  the  door; 

Tinsel  lights  all  over  the  tree  — 

With  tiny  tinker  bells  galore. 

All  the  packages  have  luscious  bows. 
And  stockings  hung  perfectly  right , 
Little  feet  prancing  over  the  floor. 

Soon  tucked  in  for  the  night, 

:  “Making  perfect  Christmas  traditions  .” 

Faraway  sounds  of  fireworks  popping, 
And  the  church  bells  that  ring 
While  children  play  in  the  snow. 

And  carolers  to  each  household  sing. 
The  hustle  and  bustle  of  the  shoppers. 
And  a  tired  mother's  sigh 
As  the  children  are  jollily  playing 
Patiently  gazing  toward  the  sky. 
“Making  sounds  of  Christmas  traditions 

Noel  luminaries 

On  Christmas  Eve 

the  small  lighted  candles 

placed  in  sand  filled 

white  paper  bags 

line  sidewalks  and  driveways. 

The  little  lights  glow  softly 

against  the  darkness. 

reminding  us 

that  Christ,  our  Savior, 

who  was  born 

in  a  Bethlehem  stall 

that  Holy  Night 

is  the  true  light 

of  the  world. 

-  Eunice  Barnes 
Pascagoula 


Rushing  out  to  each  of  the  stores. 

Buying  gifts  for  Christmas  day. 

Hoping  that  the  holiday  spirit 
That’s  within  your  heart  will  stay. 

Finding  time  to  call  and  visit 
Neighbors  and  friends  you  seldom  see. 

Then  passing  your  love  and  joy  around. 

That  will  spread  beyond  the  sea. 

“These  are  thoughts  of  Christmas  traditions 

We  feel  Christmas  all  around  us. 

At  church  or  home  or  at  a  mall; 

Yet  our  mind  still  wanders  back 
To  the  Christ-child  born  in  a  stall 
So  the  warmness  that's  in  our  hearts 
Will  always  and  forever  stay, 

So  we  can  help  a  needy  world 
Proclaim  a  “Joyous  Christmas  Day. 

This  is  joy  of  Christmas  traditions.’ 


-A.  J.  Grantham 
Richland 


Whose  birthday  is  this,  anyway? 

Jolly  Ho  is  waiting  at  each  corner, 

Rudolph  Red  and  Frosty  Snoware  there;  -  - 

Christmas  trees  and  pealing  bells  abounding. 

Rushing  shoppers'  greetings  fill  the  air. 

We  are  celebrating  Someone’s  birthday 
With  gifts  at  this  most  sacred  season  time; 

But  in  stillness  I  begin  to  wonder  —  • 

Is  it  Jesus’,  or  Santa  Claus',  or  mine? 

—Erma  Jewel  Crowe 
Greenville 


a.uj 

<LJ 

cone 

UHU 

xarj 
h  jOh 
niu> 
I  •-  X 
IT  1 

orD  o< 
Oinoz 


December  15,  1988 


